TO THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
Dear General Gower and Mr Ekins.

This document contains space-allowable proof of fraud devised by Don Tate for reasons we will make as clearly and concisely as possible.
From: Donald Tate 
Sent: Monday, 30 June 2008 10:20 PM

Subject: Press Release - Murdoch Books

In 1993, I donated the raw films I took in Vietnam with a Super 8mm movie camera to the Australian War Memorial - where they were valued at $90,000. Instead of selling them to independents, I thought they belonged in the nation's military museum as part of our history.
**************
AVM COMMENT: We refer you to AWM collection item ID Number: F04756 and ask that Don Tate provide the AWM with ample evidence contained in legal documents to prove that his supposedly historic film of 10 Platoon D Company 4 RAR  is factually, without shadow of doubt, of 10 Platoon men on Operation Stafford, 17 April - 2 May 1969. 

Debated claims;

10 Platoon

Op Stafford
Film described by the AWM as;
Historical film of Australian infantryman Don Tate in Vietnam, 1969 - pivotal to the 'war chapters' in his memoir, "The War Within" (Murdoch Books, Australia, 2008)Taken with a super 8mm hand-held camera, the film explains how one man's patriotism was destroyed. 

Category:  Education
Tags:  

Vietnam War  Don Tate  Australian Infantry  The War Within  patriotism  

The full description is as follows with items of note in bold font.

	


Title: Tour of Vietnam: [4 RAR and 9 RAR 1969] Maker: Tate, Donald William (Cinematographer) Place made: Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Horseshoe Hill; Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Nui Dat, Luscombe Airfield; Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Vung Tau Date made: January 1969-July 1969 Physical description: 
(/Colour/Sound ) 8mm super/colour (Kodachrome)/silent Measurements: 50 min 26 sec Summary: 'D' Company 4 RAR preparing to leave on Operation Stafford. Shows various aspects of redeployment into the jungle by 9 Sqn RAAF Iroquois helicopters from Luscombe airfield Nui, Dat. On Operation Stafford after a contact. 10 Platoon 4 RAR in the field after a contact - eating rations, ablutions. Handwritten sign 'Op Stafford'. Yellow smoke identifies unit's position. 'Spotter' helicopter obtaining relevant information about enemy locations. Clearing sweep after contact. 10 Platoon and 'D' Company 4 RAR on R&C leave in Vung Tau - shows local women, scenery, clubs, beaches, South China Sea and Buddhist Temple. 4 RAR 'D' Company deployed to 'The Horseshoe' shows various aspects of life at this position which was a relatively 'safe' position. Profile shots. Maintenance. Target practice. Shows weapons. General duties. Watching US airstrikes. Mortar section in operation close ups of various soldiers. Preparing for TAOR patrol. 'D' Coy replaced by another Company. 4 RAR area at Nui Dat (belongs with scenes at start of film). Clearing duties at Horseshoe (belongs with earlier Horseshoe sequence). [Service with 9 RAR] Wet season at Horseshoe. Men of 7 Platoon. Shows road to Dat Do. Inside a Chinook with 9 RAR leaving for Operation Hat Dich. 7 Platoon 9 RAR in jungle. An enemy track. Collapsed tents etc. 7 Platoon re-entering Company position after a patrol. 4 RAR on patrol - Operation Stafford. 'D' Coy at Horseshoe again (belongs with previous sequence). US air strikes. Coming back from patrol. Operation Overlander - shows a variety of activities -ID checks of Vietnamese civilians, local transport, interpreting etc. On patrol. Guard duty at Nui Dat. Spotter helicopter again (belongs with earlier sequence) Resupply of food and ammunition. Reinforcements arriving, wounded ready to be taken out. Purple smoke indicating unit's position when US jets begin air strike. Sioux helicopter which co-ordinates air strike. Blue smoke. US air strike by F-100 Super Sabres hits VC bunkers. Private Winchester's narrow escape. More wounded. More reinforcements. Men on Operation Stafford - digging shell scrapes. Writing letters home. 9 RAR - Iroquois helicopters in action re-deployment. 9 RAR Operation Hat Dich 16 July 1969. Redeployment during operation - gunships assisting in redeployment - boarding helicopters. 9 RAR 7 Platoon prior to major ambush of 19 July 1969. Don Tate in hospital after being wounded. Copyright: AWM copyright
Note that there was not one mention of a D&E Platoon or 2nd D&E Platoon or HQ Company 1 ATF.  In 1993 he didn’t want to know about the unit that he would one day turn into something it wasn’t, leading to an uninteresting book on his life sold under the guise of Vietnam War History.

Relevant sections of the description with notes.
“'D' Company 4 RAR preparing to leave on Operation Stafford”   
“On Operation Stafford after a contact (1). 
“10 Platoon 4 RAR in the field after a contact (1) - eating rations, ablutions”
“Clearing sweep after contact (1)  
(max (3) contacts)

Don Tate was not with 10 Platoon 4 RAR at any time. He was in 11Pl
“Tate was in 11 Platoon and Corporal Tom Douglas was his section commander”
 

“CPL Tom Douglas was Tate’s section commander and the one who made him patrol without his bolt when he failed to put it in his rifle after doing a strip and assemble before a patrol”  

Operation Stafford. 
Approx two weeks, 17 April to 2 May 1969.             
Time and date of (4 actual) 10 PL contacts.                 Time and date of (3 actual) 11 PL contacts.            
1428 hrs 21 APR                                                         1216 hrs 17 APR ****
1559 hrs 21 APR                                                         1240 27 APR  

1237 hrs 28 APR                                                              1505 hrs 27 APR
0730 hrs 30 APR

“Handwritten sign 'Op Stafford'”
We could not find this in any film available to us and we’re not surprised. 4 RAR Op Stafford took place in and around the Binh Ba rubber plantation and we find it unusual that a sign naming the Op would be in the Battalion location.
We did however find a shot of a handwritten sign that says “Welcome to the Horseshoe”

We believe we have lined up the correct film segments to match the descriptions above.

The shot of black smoke emanating from a bunker looks like D Coy when they blew a tunnel complex on 23 APR. 
“Clearing sweep after contact (1)  
Is nowhere realistic. A lone man carrying a loaded M60 GPMG and two extra belts of ammunition with no other equipment, not even a lone water bottle, smacks of “made for film” action and in no way reflects what it is now supposed to be regarded, i.e. War History. Another shot of Tate arrayed in the same insufficient manner shows another man passing in front of him armed only with an M79 launcher with no ammunition or personal equipment in sight. More phony “made for film” action.
From: Donald Tate 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2009 2:46 PM

Subject: FERGUS..YOU GUTLESS PIECE OF SHIT!

“there are some things you can never take from me: - on my first day in the jungle, I was separated from the rest of my platoon, and took on a small Viet Cong force ON MY OWN. (That action is recorded in Lt Avery's "In the Anzac Spirit") My platoon commander didn't even know my name that day- but I tell you this, if I was an officer, that action would most certainly have gotten me a medal. After all, others got medals for a damned sight less”

****************

From: warvet_69@yahoo.com 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Sunday, 15 March 2009 5:52 PM

Subject:  FERGUS FAIRFAX

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

 

ERRORS BY OFFICERS 
 

Even the highest-ranking officers can make errors. 
 

Take Lt Col Brian Avery, for instance whose book- "In the Anzac Spirit" actually records a couple of matters I was involved with in 4RAR. In the first, when my actions prevented the platoon from being ambushed by a Viet Cong unit carrying loaded RPG's- he refers to me only as "rear elements". Well, Col Avery was wrong- it was one man who did that- me, and not plural. Don Tate, on his own, took on that force, but it wasn't important enough for Avery to state that for the record- even though he had access to all the battalion records, and personnel. 
 

Simply-  I was there, and Avery wasn't anywhere to be seen. 
**************************

AVM COMMENT: We don’t have 100% proof so we can only suggest a scenario from an Infantryman’s point of view.  

Tate’s “first day in the jungle” with 4 RAR was Op Goodwood, 7 FEB - 19 FEB 69. His PL Cmdr was not Lt. Avery. His 11PL Comds and section Cpls names are known.  We believe that If Don Tate did actually move out on Op Goodwood he did something stupid like reassembling his weapon incorrectly, again, or worse, on that first patrol and was returned to Nui Dat shortly after.
We must then challenge the authenticity - historical value of all and any Tate film.
Short appraisals of Don Tate’s tour 
1 Australian Reinforcement Unit 23 DEC - 26 JAN 69
11 PL D Company 4th Battalion 27 JAN - 13 MAY
Op Goodwood 7 FEB - 19 FEB 69. 

This statement untrue.

From: Donald Tate    (warvet_69@yahoo.com)
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Wednesday, 4 March 2009 12:35 AM

Subject: the latest Fergus Fairfax attack!

“Similarly, I also have no recollection of many of the early contacts with the 4th battalion after the deaths of two men in January and having to collect the body parts of one of them”

AVM COMMENT: The two 10 Platoon Privates he mentions were KIA 31 January 69. AO Townsville, Op Goodwood 11 Dec - 19 Feb. Tate in 11PL.

We believe Tate claims no recollection of contacts simply because he was never involved in one. He applies the same lack of memory excuse to the Thua Tich ambush.

11 Pl appraisal continues.

One (1) personally botched patrol (lost or found playing movie actor).  Believed to have occurred first day Op Goodwood. Promptly returned to Nui Dat.

TF Base duties.

Horseshoe Feature 10 MAR - 1 APR  TAOR patrols.

Op Stafford 17 APR - 2 MAY   Possibly there with 11 PL but highly unlikely. We submit that any film displaying wet season conditions relates to C Coy 9 RAR and out of Horseshoe Feature patrols 1 JUN - 26 JUN.
TF Base duties to transfer D&E Pl 1 ATF 13 MAY.

D&E PL HQ 1 ATF (Nui Dat)  14 MAY - 25 JUN
Close TF TAOR patrols. No Cavalry recon-in-force patrols especially with c/s 63 at Xuyen Moc - Thua Tich. Basically holding for a battalion transfer along with all other 4 RAR transfers to HQ 1 ATF. We believe D&E PL became an additional reinforcement pool or extended 1 ARU Holding Pl for a one month duration. Reasons for this belief are valid and to do with planned battalion movement back into the enemy mined areas S and SW of the TF base  aka “The Box” 8 May 1969 (see The Minefield, Greg Lockhart, pp139)
7 PL C Company 9th Battalion 26 MAY - 19 JUL
Horseshoe Feature 1 JUN - 26 JUN   Filmed in new greens, new pack. Water level in paddies indicating early wet season i.e. late MAY- early JUN.
Base duties or patrolling.  No evident individual contacts recorded for 7 PL.  C Company contacts recorded. To ATF late JUN.

C Coy to AO Flinders 2 JUL
Tate WIA 19 JUL 69.
Don Tate has been busily working away for around thirty years to remove former Infantry Platoon mates from their rightful positions in historic photos and film and replace them with himself.

Examples.

He and another veteran gathered this photo and Tate then made a few adjustments to the names of the men which at that time were not in the caption for some reason.

Tate’s description from his “Sabre Two Official History” offered to the AWM, under veiled threat, in 2008.
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+ BEL/63/0372/VN
Bellis, Christapher John
Physical description: Black & white

Summary: Thua Tich, South Vietnam. 1969-06. Soldiers near the gates of the

abandaned vilage in narth eastern Phuac Tuy Province, examine the

bodies of eleven dead Vit Cong (VC) killed in a night ambush. The
smbush was set with armoured personnel carriers (APCS) from 2 Troop,
© Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, plus infantry from 1st Australian Task
Force Defence and Employment Platoon and engineers
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The man third from right is not Don Tate. It is Edward “Ted” Colmer. 

Colmer seen here again but at the time Tate inserted himself in the Colmer position in the above, this photo had Tate’s name in the caption.

[image: image4.png]AWM Collection Record: BEL/69/03064/VIN

e 10 Number: BEL/53/0364/VN
Maker: Ballis, Christophar John
Place made: Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Thus Tich
Date made: June 1969
Physical description:
Summ:

Black & white

Three members of the 15t Australisn Task Force Dafence snd Employment Platoon
examining captured Viet Cong (VC) weapons after 3 successful night ambush near
the abandoned village, Left to right: 218523 Private (Pte) Donald Richmond Moss of
The Entrance, NSW; 1202045 Pte David Halliday Simpson of Bilosla, Qid; 218512
Pte Edward William Colmer of Seaforth, NSW. The men were part of a force of infantry
and engineers attached to the armoured personnel carriers (APCs) of B Squadron,
3rd Cavalry Regiment for 3 sweep of the area. Eleven enemy were killed in the
mbush, and seven AK47 3s2ault rifles, an RPG2 (rocket propelled grensde) rocket
Iauncher, and five rockets were captured. Later that day another five Y from the
same party were killed attempting to ambush the Australians.
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 Colmer

This is what happened.  

By vestige of a vague facial similarity to Colmer but mainly the fact they both wore headbands in photos, Tate did this.
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   He turned Colmer                               into Tate                     and Simpson into Colmer

The exact same thing was done by a Tate cohort. He had his name placed in a caption when it is clearly not him. We have current photos that, combined with a little mathematical formulae, can evidence what we say to be fact.

The fact of the matter goes a lot deeper than mere impersonation. Don Tate entered this campaign of his for enormous personal gain.
He convinced himself he was worth recognition of brave deeds by way of Military awards. He wanted a medal for this;

From: Donald Tate 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2009 2:46 PM

Subject: FERGUS..YOU GUTLESS PIECE OF SHIT!

“there are some things you can never take from me: - on my first day in the jungle, I was separated from the rest of my platoon, and took on a small Viet Cong force ON MY OWN. (That action is recorded in Lt Avery's "In the Anzac Spirit") My platoon commander didn't even know my name that day- but I tell you this, if I was an officer, that action would most certainly have gotten me a medal. After all, others got medals for a damned sight less”
“And secondly, on my last day in the jungle, I was one of only 3 men from my section who ran into a Viet Cong killing field- knowing that every bloke in the first section had worn it. Two of us got wounded outright- the other one of the three, scored a MM. Whatever you say Fergus- you WILL NEVER take away from me the fact that when the bullets were flying, I wasn't doggin' it behind a log somewhere. I mightn't have been the best soldier (and never claimed to be) but I never ran scared like some did

>>>>>>>>>>>

Don Tate author, 
"The War Within"
***************

And this;

From: warvet_69@yahoo.com 

To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Sunday, 15 March 2009 5:52 PM

Subject:  FERGUS FAIRFAX                             

ERRORS BY OFFICERS 
 

Even the highest-ranking officers can make errors. 
 

Take Lt Col Brian Avery, for instance whose book- "In the Anzac Spirit" actually records a couple of matters I was involved with in 4RAR. In the first, when my actions prevented the platoon from being ambushed by a Viet Cong unit carrying loaded RPG's- he refers to me only as "rear elements". Well, Col Avery was wrong- it was one man who did that- me, and not plural. Don Tate, on his own, took on that force, but it wasn't important enough for Avery to state that for the record- even though he had access to all the battalion records, and personnel. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Simply-  I was there, and Avery wasn't anywhere to be seen. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Of course- the real contention about THAT particular incident is, that I also made the relatively innocuous comment that if I'd been an officer in the same situation, I'd probably have gotten a medal for it.

>>>>>>>>>>>

And the truth is- I never at any point thought that MY actions were worthy of a medal. I was simply doing the job expected of me as an infantryman in the 'tail-end charlie' position.

Don Tate author, 

"The War Within"
**********************

And this;

From: Donald Tate 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2009 2:46 PM

Subject: FERGUS..YOU GUTLESS PIECE OF SHIT!

>>>>>>>>>>>

And you can say what you want about me 'Fergus', and twist anything to suit your own crude determinations- but there are some things you can never take from me: - on my first day in the jungle, I was separated from the rest of my platoon, and took on a small Viet Cong force ON MY OWN. (That action is recorded in Lt Avery's "In the Anzac Spirit") My platoon commander didn't even know my name that day- but I tell you this, if I was an officer, that action would most certainly have gotten me a medal. After all, others got medals for a damned sight less. And secondly, on my last day in the jungle, I was one of only 3 men from my section who ran into a Viet Cong killing field- knowing that every bloke in the first section had worn it. Two of us got wounded outright- the other one of the three, scored a MM. Whatever you say Fergus- you WILL NEVER take away from me the fact that when the bullets were flying, I wasn't doggin' it behind a log somewhere. I mightn't have been the best soldier (and never claimed to be) but I never ran scared like some did

>>>>>>>>>>>

Don Tate author, 
"The War Within"
AVM COMMENT: If we believe Don Tate, his actions were heroic. The truth is different. 

4 RAR Lt. Brian Avery recorded no such incident in his book. 

Don tate was not a member of his Mortar Platoon.
He was a bumbling fool nicknamed Stumbles in 4 RAR and was made to go out on a patrol without a bolt in his SLR.

It’s believed he wasn’t involved in any 4 RAR contacts. 
His film description says 10 Platoon D Coy 4 RAR.  He was in 11 Platoon. 

Transplanting himself to 10 Platoon suited his needs of being able to describe false shock-horror in this email, verbally to family and friends, probably to DVA, and in other areas such as book promotional talks.

From: Donald Tate    (warvet_69@yahoo.com)
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Wednesday, 4 March 2009 12:35 AM

Subject: the latest Fergus Fairfax attack!

“Similarly, I also have no recollection of many of the early contacts with the 4th battalion after the deaths of two men in January and having to collect the body parts of one of them”

AVM COMMENT: The two 10 Platoon Privates he mentions were KIA 31 January 69 and as far as I can work out, were around 230m from Tate’s 11 Platoon loc.  1O PL had two more contacts that same day yet he makes no mention of them. He didn’t spend the hours we did in searching Army records. 
There are three historic facts regarding Don Tate’s Vietnam tour worth mention but not worthy of special note.
1...He served in four separate units from December 1968 to July 1969.

2...He walked into a bullet.

3...He was casualty evacuated out of Vietnam.

There were 3238 men evacuated from SVN   http://www.2fieldambulance.com/vietnam.html    

Don Tate was but one of them.

For him to even mention the name of a severely wounded fighting Cavalryman and adopt him as a wartime “mate” was not only disrespectful to the now deceased man’s memory, it showed disrespect for his family.  That Cavalryman fought through losing his lower limbs to become an outstanding disabled athlete while Don Tate wallowed in a cowards misery plotting his path to fame and fortune.

These names do not belong in Tate’s book. He did not soldier with any of them. They should not be a part of “Tate History”
Jim Riddle.................Supplied information on the Thua Tich ambush.
Captain Arrowsmith.....Decorated Third Cavalry Regiment Officer
Brigadier Pearson........1 ATF Commander.
Dennis Manski............ D&E PL Infantryman who initially and innocently supplied information on the ambush to Tate.
Terry Slattery.............D&E PL Infantryman.
Len Ellecombe............D&E PL Infantryman. Believed (dec)
Norman Rowe............B Sqn 3CAV.
(D.W.) 'Doc' Dann........B Sqn 3CAV. (dec)
Major Pratt................1 ATF Officer.
Tate produced his Sabre Two document for the AWM around April 2007. It is nothing but an elaboration on a hodge podge of information gleaned from other veterans, one a liar himself.
The 2nd D&E Platoon - Sabre Force farce was ostensibly promulgated to gain acceptance of a non-existent Special Force Platoon. There was no such thing.

Tate and 38 other Infantrymen marched in from 4 RAR on 13 May 69 to be virtually held in HQ Coy 1 ATF as deepened reinforcement pool to be deployed at the Task Force Commander’s discretion.  The 4 RAR transfers group did deploy but only in 7 man sections in the stock standard role of close Infantry support of Cavalry during reconnaissance-in-force patrols. AO Scorpion.
As far as I can ascertain only one (1) section of the transfers group ever deployed outside the Nui Dat wire.  I could be wrong and perhaps one or two more sections deployed in similar role, but, they do not show in records as having a Cavalry radio net call sign. 
The section that moved from Xuyen Moc to Thua Tich on 28 May 69 was at times independent in ambush locs having being allocated call sign 63. (India - (Infantry) 63) 
After return to Xuyen Moc on 30 May 69, 2 Troop B Sqn 3 Cav left for Nui Dat on 31 MAY taking the D&E Pl section with them.

Don Tate was not in that section. Neither were Kevin Lloyd-Thomas nor Richard Bigwood, the two men who support Tate totally in pushing for recognition of the non-existent Special Force.
We wrote that the Sabre Force farce was ostensibly promulgated to gain acceptance of a non-existent Special Force Platoon. 

It was a fantasy born of 3-4 March 07 emails between a group of veterans with the two day discussions chaired and managed by one Barry Corse. Corse, as you will know, is CEO of Conspiracy Central aka The Mad Galahs, who find evidence of corruption and devious dealing amongst senior Army Officers who are also supposed to be in collusion with AWM heads to hide evidence of not only this Sabre Force pipedream but now other Phantom Platoons as well.

In conclusion:

There was no “discrete Infantry Platoon”  Corporal James Riddle was not its commander.
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D. Tate, R. Bigwood, K. Lloyd-Thomas, E. Colmer.
From: Donald Tate [mailto:warvet_69@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, 13 November 2007 07:26
To: 65myxl@tpg.com.au; a_fwhite@bigpond.net.au; Louise Ahearn; ann.frances@bigpond.com; Aussisoljer@aol.com; austdef@bigpond.net.au; Corporate Angel Network of Australia; b.billson.mp@aph.gov.au; Sarah Baker; Barney Bigwood; Briggsy; bruce@adelaide5star.com.au; Bob Buick; Carole; Ted Colmer; GMK Consulting; Barry Corse; daring08@gmail.com; Brian Dillon; donaldwk@bigpond.com; James Duffield; eckap@hotmail.com; eelfan@bigpond.net.au; ashley ekins; greg Foley; Ken Foster; g.gibbard@iinet.net.au; georgewc@chariot.net.au; grace@netlink.com.au; Chris Griffin; jason HARDING; ROBYN Harding; hq1atf@hotmail.com; Mike and Mary De La Hunty; inf3rar@crazy.com.au; Joanne Isaac; jennie.george.mp@aph.gov.au; jjgoold@tpg.com.au; johngraham@railscenes.com.au; joker41@bigpond.net.au; jpritc@iprimus.com.au; kath; kays@murdochbooks.com.au; Phillip Lamond; Kevin Lloyd-Thomas; John and Maureen MacDonald; Sheldon Maher; George Mansford; Dennis Manski; Ben Morris; Ian Morrison; Michael Mummery; national.president@rsl.org.au; nhqadmin@rsl.org.au; anthony pahl; pauldignon@iprimus.com.au; Allen Petersen; queenbee1@bigpond.com; remloc@optushome.com.au; Jim Riddle; Allan Roach; rommel@brisnet.org.au; sealure2@bigpond.net.au; Kevin Skippen; Len Smith; Jack Tate; Ron Thomas; colette vella; Brian Vickery; vickiw@iinet.net.au
Subject: PLAQUE PHOTO
G'day all

 

Just a quick advice to the effect that the unveiling of the plaque at Croome Rd went ahead smoothly- despite Jim Riddle's illness preventing him from making the trip to unveil it. Kevin Lloyd-Thomas and I unveiled it on Jim's behalf, in the company of two of his former 2nd D&E Platoon members, Ted Colmer and Rick Bigwood. I'd especially like to thank those three former members of Jim's platoon for making the effort to attend. Ms. Jennie George, MP (Throsby) spoke to the efforts of the tree-planters, and also to the D&E matter- and actively continues her efforts on our behalf to have that platoon's efforts recognised and validated by the ADF and AWM. Whatever the future holds as far as recognition of this platoon is concerned, there has, at least been a political statement made at this location for all the world to see. There is only one name on the plaque- JAMES B. RIDDLE- platoon commander, "discrete infantry force", South Vietnam, 1969.

I was assisted on the occasion by the committee of the VVAA (South-West Region, Campbelltown), and thank them for that.

There will be a newspaper article following, and the matter will be closed.

Regards, Don Tate

PS I thank Ted Colmer for this particular photo.
Where are the proud supporters now? [image: image18.jpg]mercury i

SM’MM
Aeyecay

o]

Vietnam veterans leave their mark

PAUL MCINERNEY

IT'S taken seven years, but the
work of a small group of Vietnam
veterans and their wives
beautify an Albion Park Rall oval
formally recognised

e

project was an ini
the Vietnam Veterans Cou
ing Service's Lifestyle Program
and was first mooted as a
memorative walk in
SOl Viemui Veeteny
Support Gro

However, the proposal hit a
snag with Shellharbour City
Council, which rejected the idea
because it was not considered

ble with the objectives of
a oval.

Instead, the group planted 200
trees around the Croome Rd
sports complex.

erday, Shellharbour
Marer Dnvm Elompai 1S
ute to the g severance
A conitant w the projectat
the unveiling of a plaque t
honour the wor ol' the veterans
and their famile
s'the culmination of
yours of hard. siomk 1o recoghles
those that fought for this country
in the Vietnam War,” he said
“Unfortunately, the soldie;
volved in the Vietnam War have
ot had recognition as readily as

compati

others who fought in different
campaigns.
“Up to 60,000 Australian
soldiers served in Vietnam an
) of them made the supreme
sac
5 anemllm mEple ole
me of the o addre:
e ot oot el
become a place of reflection and
solace for many in our com-
munity.”
isabled veteran Do Tate ac-
knowledged the support and gen.
erosity of the council and the
Vigtnam Veterans Assoclation.
n quite a battle (o get to
s, stage, bt 1 certainly
been worth it,” he sai

moment:Shellarbour Mayor Davd Hamifon joins Don Tate, R
sschert, Kevin Skippen, Throsby MP Jennie George and Tony May at
the unveing of the Commemorate pladue. Picture: ROBERT PEET




DVA was conned, as were Jenny George MP and Dr. Mike Kelly MP.  Sections of the veteran community and general public were conned.
Don Tate was a stumbling bumbling fool in Vietnam who has been rejected by veterans connected to 4 RAR, 9 RAR and D&E PL 1 ATF.

His film held in AWM collections is a fraudulent record of 10 Platoon D Coy 4 RAR conduct and mode of dress while in the field.

James Riddle and Kevin Lloyd-Thomas were in 10 Platoon 4 RAR but not once did they bring forward information about Tate having been in another platoon. They may have been unwitting dupes in believing Tate’s lies about 4 RAR but they were definitely complicit in the formation of the 2nd D&E Platoon - Sabre Force fiasco that has seen good men reviled, threatened, abused and declared to be members of a paedophile ring.  
Don Tate’s 30 year desire for veteran and general public recognition culminated in his book. Whatever is on pages apart from his false tales of Vietnam service is of no interest to us. His life story has been adjudged as the mere wailings of a disturbed child.
Our commitment regarding his book is to metaphorically follow the example of a veteran who after reading “The War Within” did physically “tear the Vietnam section out of it in disgust” . Our firmly in place goal is to see the removal of all copies from public sale and or access in Australia and any other country for complete and final destruction.
Our second commitment is to the total removal of all and any AWM collections item relating to Don Tate that may be deemed to have even an inkling of not being historically correct.  In this we refer to his film.
We also refer to two photos which are definitely not historically indicative of the daily life of an Infantry Soldier in Vietnam 1962-1972.
ID Number: P04778.001             ID Number: P04778.002
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We ask that any Don Tate related items we have yet to discover be brought to our attention enabling a further respectful request for their total and permanent removal from the Memorial.

The author of this .doc served as an Infantryman in Vietnam for one single continuous tour twice extended beyond the usual 12 month tour period.
http://www.austvetmatters.net/
