TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
I write to you in the belief you are familiar with the book “The War Within” by Don Tate. 
FORMAT: Paperback  ISBN: 9781741962093

“Perfect for those interested in Vietnam War  history”
AVM comment http://www.austvetmatters.net/ 
“What we have here is a genuine Vietnam War Veteran who has written a book which is not so much about a hard upbringing but is a mere continuation of a fraud he has perpetrated on Members of Parliament, the Australian War Memorial, the Australian Veteran Community at large, probably the Department of Veterans Affairs, and the book buying public”

'Ghost platoon' fights for recognition’  http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2008/s2298141.htm 
“ALI MOORE, PRESENTER: The legacy of the Vietnam War was tough enough for veterans. But for members of one unit, known as the 'ghost platoon', it was made doubly hard by official denials of their existence”

We would like to begin by quoting Donald William TATE from book promotional videos made by a relative. Comments within.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6Fx8XQxAew  

TATE: “I served for 8 months as an Infantryman in Vietnam”   OUR COMMENT  23 DEC 68 - 22 JUL 69 (7 mths, a month was a long time in Vietnam) END OUR COMMENT
TATE: “I saw the whole gamut of Infantry experiences from small contacts to ambushes to major bunker assaults, in fact I was actually wounded in the last bunker assault” 
Research into Army records combined with AVM knowledge of Infantry tactics - operations and discussions with former Army Senior NCOs reveal the possibility of Don Tates involvement in contacts large and small as being three (3).  Ambushes nil.  Major bunker assaults nil.  Being a member of a platoon that walked unknowingly into a platoon sized enemy bunker system and subsequent ambush on AUST troops one (1)
Hardly the “whole gamut”, but he wouldn’t know what that may have entailed.

TATE: “Vietnam was such an all-encompassing thing. You saw the best and the worst of men. You saw wonderful courage and you saw abject cowardice at times”  

OUR COMMENT: Tate has found himself not welcome at veterans’ gatherings for a few reasons, that word “cowardice” has made him even more so. He has indirectly charged men of 7 Platoon 9 RAR with that foul crime. This writer knows the story of that day’s fight and the story he told about men “dogging it behind a log” is false.
TATE: “You saw men who couldn’t wait to get out in the jungle to take on the enemy and you saw men who would do anything they could to get out of the bush >>>>>”
OUR COMMENT: Don Tate falls into a category somewhere between “couldn’t wait to get out in the jungle” and “anything they could to get out of the bush”  Something like willing enough to go out to get film footage but not wanted there by men who weren’t there to “play soldier”
From email.
TATE: “I served with 4 RAR for 5 months”  27 JAN - 13 MAY 69 (3.5 mths)

OUR COMMENT: “5 months” from 27 JAN 69 would have taken him to 27 JUN. This false claim does away with his time in D&E Platoon (PL) 1 ATF. His imaginary Sabre Force “history” he uses to sell his book.
From his son in law’s film studio produced video shown by the ABC.
TATE: “There’s something dreadfully wrong with a system that encourages (Army) Officers to lie, that encourages people to make false entries in historical documents”
OUR COMMENT: The only person guilty of “make false entries in historic documents” book and film is Don Tate.  

The Vietnam section of his book is not “history”, it’s naught but blatant and foul lies told for personal gain. 
We would like to now offer some space-limited proof of this as we lead in to a matter of far greater import to ex-Military personnel.  Fraud conducted by Tate on our Australian War Memorial.
If I may digress for one moment. D&E Platoon HQ Company 1 Australian Task Force (Nui Dat) was known as Hawk(e) Force. At various times 1 Armoured Regiment (Tanks) was Tango Force. The appellation “Sabre” was drawn from the Cavalry Regiment (swords) who D&E Pl often patrolled with, and Force from merely looking around and being mildly observant.
(Tate book extract.pdf)
http://www.austvetmatters.net/Docs/20080701%20book%20extract.pdf 

“Turns out, it was one of the biggest platoon-sized battles of the war”
Don “Stumbles” Tate.

Pages 254 to 260 of Don Tate’s book contain a fanciful wannabes tales of war in Vietnam as he recounts the stories of men who were actually at that Thua Tich ambush on 29 May 1969.  Tate was not there, neither were two of the main proponents of his “Sabre Force” “Discrete Infantry Platoon” “Special Force Assault Troopers” “Phantom Platoon” farce, Richard Bigwood and Kevin Lloyd-Thomas. 

Around the time Tate’s The War Within was published in 2008, he began his promotional emails to Vietnam War Veterans on chat forums.  Even then he didn’t appear to be a man of integrity and honesty. His earlier online abuse of a veteran decorated for bravery didn’t sit too well with many forum members.  What we finished up with was an online bunfight with some veterans in support of Tate and most against.  Messrs. Gower and Ekins of the Australian War Museum might attest to that if needs be.  A general consensus of opinion at the time was that Tate was a boastful liar and his book would be nothing short of another pack of fairy tales.
We’d like to offer just two of his many lies about his Vietnam tour. Only two emails in which he attempts to denigrate a former Infantry Officer.  By using internet information and sending three emails, these two lies took us 12 hours to more than satisfactorily deny and dismiss.

From: Donald Tate 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2009 2:46 PM

Subject: FERGUS..YOU GUTLESS PIECE OF SHIT!

“there are some things you can never take from me: - on my first day in the jungle, I was separated from the rest of my platoon, and took on a small Viet Cong force ON MY OWN. (That action is recorded in Lt Avery's "In the Anzac Spirit") My platoon commander didn't even know my name that day- but I tell you this, if I was an officer, that action would most certainly have gotten me a medal. After all, others got medals for a damned sight less”

(The chat forum moderator must have deleted some text and replaced it with the arrows)

From: warvet_69@yahoo.com 
To: Allen Petersen 

Sent: Sunday, 15 March 2009 5:52 PM

Subject:  FERGUS FAIRFAX

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

 

ERRORS BY OFFICERS 
 

Even the highest-ranking officers can make errors. 
 

Take Lt Col Brian Avery, for instance whose book- "In the Anzac Spirit" actually records a couple of matters I was involved with in 4RAR. In the first, when my actions prevented the platoon from being ambushed by a Viet Cong unit carrying loaded RPG's- he refers to me only as "rear elements". Well, Col Avery was wrong- it was one man who did that- me, and not plural. Don Tate, on his own, took on that force, but it wasn't important enough for Avery to state that for the record- even though he had access to all the battalion records, and personnel. 
 

Simply-  I was there, and Avery wasn't anywhere to be seen. 
 

My point is- if a senior officer like Avery- a Lt Colonel, no less, with access to all documentation, and no doubt part of a veteran network chock-full of contacts, can get a small piece of detail wrong in a military book for God's sake, why is a Private who has limited or no access to the same resources be crucified for writing his own recollections in a personal memoir? 
 

Of course- the real contention about THAT particular incident is, that I also made the relatively innocuous comment that if I'd been an officer in the same situation, I'd probably have gotten a medal for it.
OUR COMMENT: Lt. Avery, at the time, was the 4th Battalion Mortar Platoon Commander. The Platoon did not move anywhere on foot to be able to lose a man.
On being contacted by a concerned veteran in regard to those emails, Brian Avery denied any such mention in his book. He couldn’t remember any such incident but admitted he may have missed it.
Last March 17th, Lt. Col. Avery was not happy about his good name and book being bandied about in such fashion and wrote to the concerned veteran commenting, “the reliability of his account must be questioned” and included copies of emails to Tate from another former 4th Battalion member. Basically Tate’s only defence was to declare the two men to be members of a paedophilia organisation.  In a very recent private email to another veteran Tate added all AVM personnel to this group. Various members of the 4th Battalion Association have also been lumped into the “ring”
The War Within Vietnam section is not a history on our involvement in Vietnam at all. It does not bear true witness to the designated period in time.   It is a lie.   Actually a whole raft of lies which he will be forced to prove either in a court of law or at an Australian Ministerial Inquiry.  Accusations of war crimes are serious things, not something that will blow over and be forgotten in time.
At time of writing, I understand that veterans are contacting the libraries on Don Tate’s itinerary lists in Qld and NSW to request that they do not go ahead with the planned Tate talks and film, buy-book, sessions.  One has been cancelled at time of writing.
We too protest the availability of his book to those who have never served in war and cannot possibly sort out the fact, of which there is none, from the fiction, of which his pages on Vietnam abound in nothing but.

Our motivation lies in the preservation of our history in Vietnam. We can’t be bothered sorting out his mental problems and working on ways to deal with them. We understand enough of him, we’ve seen this sort of thing a hundred times before, we’ve mixed with his type for 40 years. 
The demeaning lies, the serious charges of war crimes when this fellow can’t even imagine what he’s done are at the heart of the matter. The lies of a stumbling bumbling non-event of a bush soldier who wanted his Vietnam tour to become a film fest on his return even though he mouths Duty to Country. Just seeing him with his camera in the bush would have told me, and many others, that he was not a man to be trusted or be near in the bush and especially in known mined, enemy occupied areas of operation.  He didn’t have a war until the day he was shot and that was a big wake up call.  
Don Tate was far too busy playing at “Soldier”, a child’s game played in a far too dangerous a place.
 Playing Soldier.
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The first reason for us writing to you today was obviously about Tate’s book section about his “discrete Infantry Platoon or whatever he calls it this week. 

Can you see even one mention of any D&E Platoon 1 ATF or 2nd D&E PL, Special Forces unit, in the captions/descriptions above?   It’s not there and not because its designation or written records have been destroyed or hidden under secrecy veiled in high level conspiracy.  
At the time he donated these photos he didn’t want to reveal that he was in a unit with a mundane sounding designation. He had to be a “Battalion Man” in his persona and book that would come one day. If that was indeed his plan, he blew that one a long time ago.
4 Battalion (4RAR) was his first Battalion in Vietnam (27 JAN - 13 MAY 69) after serving one month in the Reinforcement Unit.  
9 Battalion (9RAR) was the Battalion he was with when wounded (26 JUN - 22 JUL 1969)
Don Tate found himself to be disliked in veteran circles. He’d already made himself unpopular with 4 RAR and 9 RAR veterans years before. He then needed the unit that slotted in between his dismal performance in the Battalions. He chose it to be the centrepiece of his Vietnam War tales and in the process, through lies, manipulation, and the near destruction of a man’s life, he turned that platoon into a fairy-horror story. 

The unit was Defence & Employment (D&E) Platoon HQ Company 1 ATF (Nui Dat). (Tate, 14 MAY - 25 JUN 69)  A platoon removed from any Battalion control and a quite effective one at that, although nothing special.  One section, seven men, of that platoon were the close Infantry ground support for the Cavalry at Thua Tich. They were an outer listening post waiting for the expected Viet Cong enemy to approach Thua Tich under cover of darkness.  Tate took that lone D&E night of action in a six week period that he was nowhere near and turned it into “Sabre Force” a “Special Assault Trooper Force” “Battle” entering into further lies and charges of war crimes to sell his book.
We here at Australian Veteran Matters (AVM) have spent a great deal of time, effort, and money to refute every scrap, every scintilla, of Tate’s historically inaccurate, highly contentious, and inflammatory book writings on Thua Tich and the aftermath. We have not only successfully denied his claims of attendance at the night ambush, we have also proved he wasn’t within 23 kilometres of the location. We have forced him off public and semi-private veteran chat lists and to ground.  He knows he’s been caught out and now issues vile threats in private emails to individuals.  Only our anonymity can allow us to carry forward our aims.
(Army maps, reports, and personal statements supporting our evidence are available on request) admin@austvetmatters.net 
“What we have here is a genuine Vietnam War Veteran who has written a book which is not so much about a hard upbringing but is a mere continuation of a fraud he has perpetrated on Members of Parliament, the Australian War Memorial, the Australian Veteran Community at large, probably the Department of Veterans Affairs, and the book buying public”

In March 2007 Tate took the truthful words, and some not so truthful, of three genuine veterans from two days of email exchanges. He added to them, twisted them and rearranged them to use those very same words to first write this document headed;
                                          Submission to the Australian War Memorial - The History of Sabre 2 

“SABRE TWO”
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 2nd D@E PLATOON (May ’69- July ’69)  
By Don Tate
134 Princes Highway 
Albion Park Rail 2527
©
(The complete document available on request)
Tate then went on to use the very same email information to write pages 254 to 260 of “The War Within” while claiming he had no memory of the night ambush and had relied on the recollections of other veterans to complete the passage. What he did not mention in his book was the way he had used those recollections given so freely.  The veterans who provided Tate with the meat of his stories on Thua Tich and Xuyen Moc were James Riddle, Dennis Manski and Richard Bigwood. The latter, another wannabe, was not at Thua Tich either.  Tate and Bigwood gleaned information from Army records available online in the interest of “accuracy” and the book passages reflect this.
In those pages, maybe you read that he most foully accused members of the Royal Australian Armoured Corps Third Cavalry Regiment of mistreatment of enemy dead while in turn making fellow Infantrymen complicit in war crimes under Cavalry orders.
Three heinous crimes which Tate has accused the Third Cavalry Regiment of committing.
1...Disposal of enemy bodies by explosion.
2...Mistreatment of enemy bodies by removing them 23 kms from Thua Tich to Xuyen Moc strung up on the rear hatch of an Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC)

3...On arrival at Xuyen Moc, totally due to the mode of Cavalry vehicle transport, the bodies suffered even further indignity in being headless.
None of it is true.

I must make one thing as clear as I possibly can.  As Australian Army fighting men in Vietnam, we showed respect for our enemy’s dead. It is the mark of the well disciplined and loyal Australian Soldier. 

One of the bases of the Vietnam Government’s decision to allow the placement of a memorial cross at the Battle of Long Tan site was the manner in which we showed respect for their combatants, both Regular Army Soldier and Communist insurgent, and treated their remains in the best possible manner.
For Tate to have suggested otherwise in his book is a blatant and dishonourable lie. One of many lies he told purely for the sakes of self aggrandisement, to lay false claim to military awards, to ensure his fraud went undiscovered, and for monetary gain.
Don Tate had some luck in using his wily con-man ways and bullying nature to gain a modicum of Government concession to his claims of his imaginary “2nd” D&E Platoon he had inflated to the operational level of the SAS Regiment’s role in Vietnam.  We are reliably informed that Dr. Mike Kelly MP will soon be offering his written apology to the Cavalry Regiment Association for his involvement in the promulgation of Tate’s Sabre Force farce.  MP Jenny George’s apology for her part in the farce should follow closely.  
I would fully expect the Royal Australian Regiment Association (Infantry) to demand equal apologies from both MPs as well.
Tate’s Sabre Force-Thua Tich-Xuyen Moc section is nothing but defamation of good men.  Willing men who fought well, unlike Don “Stumbles” Tate whose only claim to fame is that he walked into an enemy ambush and got shot.  Legal advice has been sought by various veterans defamed in particularly vile fashion by Tate.

“Stumbles Tate”?  An incompetent and, in all degrees, unwilling Soldier who was playing boys games for the camera. The nickname came from his innate ability to stumble clumsily at any given moment. On one 4 RAR patrol his Corporal wouldn’t even allow him to put a part back into his rifle that would have made the weapon operable.  He was a dangerous fool and not the hard charging fighting man he makes out he was.

We respectfully request that careful consideration be given to whether the Don Tate book “The War Within” with its lies, false accusation, and foul abuse of former serving Army members be allowed to remain in the AWM book shop, school - public libraries or indeed be available for sale or as a giveaway anywhere in Australia. 
In particular we call on and respectfully request Murdoch Books to remove “The War Within” Don Tate author, ISBN: 9781741962093, from all outlets including EBay for destruction.  Litigation could be sought against Tate for recovery of losses. Or perhaps Murdoch books could suffer any losses and write them off to publishing and promoting “History” before checking to find out whether it was indeed “History” .
What is becoming known as the “Damn Book” is an affront to veterans of any conflict and not something that should be regarded as a true comment on our involvement in Vietnam.  It’s not even worth reclassifying as fiction.
During our research into the real Don Tate Vietnam tour, we found evidence of blatant fraud visited upon the War Museum in the form of supposed history that was accepted as such, but in fact is not.  It is more Tate self aggrandisment at best and blatant deception at worst.
In particular we call on MAJ GEN Steve Gower AO AO(mil) (Retired) Director of the Australian War Memorial and Mr. Ashley Ekins, Head of the Military History Section to address our evidence of this as is contained in the second Word Doc attachment, AVM TATE 2
Please read on if interested in maintaining the integrity of the recording of our history in Vietnam as kept by the Australian War Memorial for us, our descendants, and theirs.
Don Tate website.

http://www.dontate.info/
Don Tate book promotion short videos.

Death of an Ideal   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRik3cOn4KM&feature=related 
Sabre Force  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxjxQleQjHs 
The War Within  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6Fx8XQxAew 
They have absolutely nothing to do with the recognition of anyone or anything except the fraudulent Don Tate.  
We thank you for your attention.

Kindest regards.

AVM
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