Jim Riddle has recently returned to England a sick, disillusioned, and a shattered man thanks to what Don Tate did to him. Tate used Riddle  for the purpose of selling his book.  Riddle has ended up as a huge loser in Tate's book selling game.
 
Tate had Jim Riddle convinced that he would be awarded a bravery medal for his work with the Headquarters 1 Australian Task Force, Defence and Employment Platoon during a successful ambush at Thua Tich in South Vietnam on the night of the 29 May 1969. Tate also told Riddle he would receive a Department of Veterans Affairs service pension and compensation for life in the form of the Special Rate Disability Pension which were handed out without application to war heroes such as Jim.  
 
Tate conned his mates from the Mad Galah organization to help him lure Riddle to Australia with promises of personal reward to Riddle, when the real motive was to publicise Tate’s book that we are all sick of hearing about. Here is what a mate of Riddle had to say about this matter:
 
“Tate had him believing that he was to be decorated for his heroics as a "Plt. Cmdr." in Vietnam. He (Riddle) even told me he'd like to see his sons flown out for the occasion. He also thought he was going to get a TPI pension. He thought the rules should not apply to him because he was, after all, a "hero". All DVA had to do was ask Don Tate. I will never forget the look of shock on his face when I finally convinced him the TPI was not a pension. It was about that time his whole world started to collapse around him and although I wasn't at the house when he was assaulted, I have no doubt because of his behaviour”
 
It is important to tell the truth about Jim Riddle and Fergus is sure that Riddle and those who know Riddle will agree with what he says. Riddle was a Royal Marine Sergeant who, enlisted into the Australian Army at Australia House in London as a Private soldier. 

He was a very competent Infantry soldier, however because of alcohol abuse and most likely psychological war damage he was always in trouble when not in the bush. He was promoted to Corporal then reduced back to Private. He spent 1380 days in the Australian Army and for 774 of those days he was posted to units in Vietnam. Below is a resume of his Australian service. 
 
	 
	311689  James Bertram Riddle

	 
	Previous service as a Sgt in Royal Marines

	 
	 

	12/09/1968
	Enlisted in London

	14/09/1968
	Arrived Sydney

	23/12/1968
	Arrived SVN, posted to 1 ARU

	4/02/1969
	Posted 4 RAR

	4/05/1969
	Posted HQ 1TF

	17/06/1969
	Posted 9 RAR

	8/12/1969
	On Leave to UK until 19 Jan 70

	27/01/1970
	Posted 8 RAR

	23/07/1970
	Returned to Australia

	16/07/1970
	Unallotted list E comd

	1/09/1970
	Posted Inf Centre

	26/08/1971
	Arrived SVN posted to 1 ARU

	23/09/1971
	Posted 4 RAR

	29/02/1972
	Depart Vung Tau HMAS Sydney

	12/03/1972
	Arrive Sydney

	23/06/1972
	Discharged Retention in the military forces not in the interest of those forces

	 
	 

	 
	Total effective service 3 years and 285 days

	 
	Service outside Australia 2 years and 44 days, less ARL in London 69/70

	 
	 

	 
	Charged with offenses 12 Times


 
On 30 Jun 2007 Riddle wrote that he believed that he had been psychologically damaged during his service with the Australian Army and believed that was the cause for his behaviour resulting in the decision to sack him. He is most likely correct in this assumption. The Australian Army knew little of this aspect in 1972. Riddle wrote the following email in June 2007.
 
“----- Original Message ----- 
From: Jim Riddle 
To:  
Sent: Saturday, June 30, 2007 6:58 AM
Subject:Re: Jim Riddle and xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.
 
 
G'day xxxx,  thanks for filling in the details..  I'm ashamed to admit I've lost count of the many allies who came out to help me. I recall you asking for details, but at the time I was being cared-for by John Grahame and Barry Corse.
 
I can't think what might be written in my docs that would cause me to be ashamed... I did wrong, but not greater crimes than any other Digger with war problems.  In fact I would hope that my 'wrong-doings' will now prove that I was so severely damaged in 1972,  that I should have been given pshyciatric therapy before being discharged on medical/psychiatric grounds. Instead of being 'No longer in the interest....' .  My disruptive attitude was new to Vietnam, as I'd never have made Sgt or kept the rank if I'd been so dissasembled prior to Vietnam service.
 
(personal information  removed)
 
So xxxx, till I actually meet you... Take Care and 
 
Keep the Standard                             
 
Jim Riddle”

Jim may have been a drunk but he was a willing fighting Infantryman in the Vietnam bush unlike some who were not, but now think they were. I refer, of course, to Don Tate.
 
 It appears that in 2007 Tate connected with Riddle together with the great conspiracy theorists of the Mad Galah organization who immediately turned the Riddle story into a conspiracy debacle that ended with Riddle coming to Australia with great expectations only to return to the United Kingdom in 2009 a very sick and broken man. 
 
Part of Tate’s plan was to have Riddle unveil a plaque in Tate’s home town, with a politician, the media and fanfare all for the ulterior purpose of advertising Tate’s book.  

On the big day, unfortunately for Tate, Riddle the damaged veteran with a big alcohol problem was lying sick, drunk and physically incapable of performing the task. Read the email below and you will understand why:
 
 From:*******
To: admin@austvetmatters.net 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 12:03 AM
Subject: Jim Riddle did not unveil that plaque.
 
He didn't go. He was feeling the stress of it all. So much so that when Howard Sattlers secretary rang to get him ready to be interviewed on radio a few days later, I had to lie and say he'd been admitted to hospital. 
 
He was drunk under the house. His world was falling to pieces. He was beginning to understand he wasn't going to get a TPI pension, and he wasn't going to be able to sponser his sons and their families out to Australia. 
 
However he was clinging to the hope that he was going to be "decorated'' because he told me he hoped his sons could come out to witness it. 
 
It is clear to me now who put all these ideas in his head. 
 
He was a sick man before he got into that fight. 
 
I served with him in 71' and he was a sick man then. I was amazed when I ran into him at Angus House. I thought he would have died years ago. 
 
We went to Vietnam together in August 71'. He was boobed at 1 ARU and again later in 4 RAR. According to him he was asked to resign once they got back to Australia. It was all to do with his alcoholism. 
 
I'm not going to put the man down but I am disappointed he wasn't man enough to come clean and tell the truth about who started the fight he got into. And you can tell Mr Tate that the cause of that fight can be traced back to him. How do I know? Riddle told me the next day.
 
Another veteran and true friend of Riddle said the following as evidence of what really happened.
 
“I live in xxxxxxxx and don't qualify for the mailing list because of my email address. That's O.K. Its good to know you fellas are standing up to the bullies. I know something about the Riddle affair. I was on the last draft that left Reo Wing, Inf Centre Ingleburn in August 71'. So was Riddle. I know him well and was at Angus House with him last year. Tate had him believing that he was to be decorated for his heroics as a "Plt. Cmdr." in Vietnam. He (Riddle) even told me he'd like to see his sons flown out for the occasion. He also thought he was going to get a TPI pension. He thought the rules should not apply to him because he was, after all, a "hero". All DVA had to do was ask Don Tate. I will never forget the look of shock on his face when I finally convinced him the TPI was not a pension. It was about that time his whole world started to collapse around him and although I wasn't at the house when he was assaulted, I have no doubt because of his behaviour leading  up to that day, who the instigator was.
 
 All the Best.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
 
This is what Riddle actually said about the plaque and his part in the D&E Platoon action on the night of the 29th May 1969.
 
“From: x 
To: admin@austvetmatters.net 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 11:39 AM
Subject: Fw: the plaque unveiling..Jim Riddle
 
G`day,
 
(A portion of this email has been removed but the context is not changed)
 
This is correspondence between Jim who was extremely ill after suffering a minor stroke and Tate who was angry that he should of presented or dedicated the plaque, regardless of his condition.  (Removed).
 
I spent many hours after the event talking to Jim and he indicated to me that he wanted no part in medals or presentations and that he was doing his job...no more no less.
 
He (Tate) has not communicated with Jim for many months and wants him wiped from his life....however he feels in some way indebted to a number of veterans ( including Tate) who assisted his application for a pension.
I have many more emails from that mob in WA that were passed on by xxxxxxxxx
 
regards
xxxxxxx”
 
Tate was not happy about Riddle’s “absence without leave” from his unveiling ceremony and although Riddle was a sick man Tate was more concerned about the occasion than the health and well being of his book marketing tool in the form of Jim Riddle. Tate said this to Riddle 
 

“----- Original Message ----
From: Donald Tate <warvet_69@yahoo.com>
To: Jim Riddle <jimriddle311589@yahoo.com.au>
Cc: Kevin Lloyd-Thomas <henavale@bigpond.net.au>; Ted Colmer <remloc@optusnet.com.au>; Barney Bigwood <ricb@bigpond.net.au>
Sent: Monday, 12 November, 2007 8:53:52 AM
Subject: the plaque unveiling
G'day Jim
I'd like you to know that the plaque was unveiled in your honour. Kevin and myself removed the flag. Everyone was very pleased with the way the ceremony went, and the rock and plaque look terrific. For a long time to come, that plaque with your name on it will stand in that location- and I trust that one day you and your sons might get to see it. I will forward newspaper articles and photos as thet become available. 

That said, mate....I have to tell you (and I've cc'd the other blokes who've been battling for you and the whole D&E matter for years) I was personally disappointed you didn't make it. Notwithstanding the fact that you are sick, I think you owed it to me (and the other boys) to have made it down here for this occasion. I went to great trouble on your behalf for two reasons- first to honour you, and secondly, to use your appearance and the occasion to further your own pension matters as well as the D&E Platoon matter. To that end, I had lined up a Federal MP, local media (linked to Fairfax) and had forewarned them that the story was really all about you. 

To pull out at such a late stage was to destroy the integrity of the occasion, and the opportunity to obtain much-needed support (the MP has been working on our behalf- and she wanted to meet the man, not the myth.)

In my opinion, for you to just pull out and then tell me I should put someone else's name on the plaque (this is not a criticism of Ted) suggests that you never really appreciated the significance of the occasion, or the opportunity. The plaque cost hundreds of dollars, but the effort behind the whole thing took me SEVEN YEARS!

Jim, I want you to know that should I have been given a few extrra day's warning, I would have driven to Brisbane mself to pick you up, and bring you down, and returned you at my expense. I think Ted and the other boys would probably have done the same.

But with such short notice, that wasn't on the cards. 

After the efforts I've made on your behalf for two years, I feel you let me down. I am less inclined to take up the D&E fight any more. I've done my share.

I trust you are on the mend, and will the man you used to be, once again.
 Regards, Don
 

Jim Riddle responded from his sick bed as follows.
 

“From: Jim Riddle [mailto:jimriddle311589@yahoo.com.au] 
Sent: Monday, 12 November 2007 6:56 PM
To: Donald Tate
Cc: Kevin Thomas; remloc; Richard Bigwood; Barry Corse; John Graham; Ian Morrison; Kevin Bovill; John Cassidy; Jim Duffield; Bruce Billson; 
Subject: Re: the plaque unveiling
 

 Don and Ted,Kevin &Barney and any others to whom  i owe an apology .   

I have been progressivly deteriorating in health, necessitating visits with lifts to my Doctor and Greenslopes.   Even if you'd driven here to collect me, as you suggest, i could not have traveled without throwing-up and passing out.  I have now taken on board some migraines which last days, not hours.  I remain in bed almost all day awaiting the results of tests to tell the medical people what I'm wearing.   I have lost sight in my left eye and get crashing temperature variations and anxiety attacks..  So I'm ' truly sorry i let you down Don, and I'm prepared to pay for the plaque to be replaced with another's name on it.   
I didn't deliberately become ill ... and  until Tuesday Morning i still fully expected to repair myself, and to attend the ceremony.  
 
I'd made plans and contingency plans.. including flying into the Wollongong airfield from Sydney,at great expense, so as to reduce my travel.
I'm sorry you feel I was such a failure, and I accept that I'm no longer welcome.  It may be that the anxiety of again losing to the DVA and Immigration Departments, is partly responsible for, in your own words,'' destroying the integrity of the occasion''. 

 Now i can look at that plaque in shame, and it will be a constant remainder of how i let you blokes down.   I didn't think it would turn out like this.

You'll have to excuse me.     Jim Riddle”
 

Tate used Riddle for his book marketing campaign and when Riddle the alcohol and war damaged veteran was of no further use to him he dumped and abandoned him, leaving others to care for him and repatriate him back to the United Kingdom to be with his family.
 

Tate needed the publicity surrounding the D&E platoon action of the 29th May 1969 together with the living breathing Riddle as part of his marketing campaign for his book which includes his version of events of that night. An in depth analysis of what Tate has said in his book makes it very clear that Tate was not even present during that action and he has “fudged” much of the detail and altered photographs for the purpose of supporting his version of events. It’s strange how Tate wrongly asserts much mystique surrounding his book on the dishonest and ridiculous notion that Senior Officers in Vietnam at the time and current Australian War Memorial staff conspired to do exactly what he has done.
 

When discharged from the RSL Care Centre Riddle chose to return to his home in the United Kingdom and although he had worked in other parts of the world since departing Australia after Army service he has always maintained the United Kingdom as his home.
 
This saga has been all about a ridiculous, inaccurate plaque that Tate set up to be unveiled in his home town of Shellharbour. The idea behind the plaque was to highlight the Vietnam chapter of the book he is currently "flogging" around the country.  The plaque should be immediately removed as it makes a mockery of Australian Military History. Below is the plaque that shows Jim Riddle as “Platoon Commander of a discrete Infantry force” . Riddle was never a Platoon Commander and the unit was the D&E Platoon under the Command of an Armoured unit.
 

Why are we concerned about Tate flogging his book? Tate asserts in his book and in many interviews that the Army and most of the officers that he worked under including the Commander of the Task Force were corrupt and dishonest.  It is obvious that he has "fudged" information and downright lied about his Vietnam service in his book and his claims are being carefully unravelled and, some have already been disclosed on and much more is to come on this web site http://www.austvetmatters.net/updates.html
 

We have on more than one occasion, challenged Tate to present evidence instead of childish conspiracy and corruption theories. 
 

Simply put he can not do it, because the only evidence that exists, is that damning him as a liar and a less than decent human being. 
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