Mowgli here again.  Today I was going to thoroughly get into the 2 Troop Grp move from Thua Tich to Xuyen Moc but it’s hardly worth it now, no sense in flogging a dead horse. Let me make these points though. 
The Sabre Force bush life was closer to two weeks than the six weeks claimed by Tate. Their first week, 14-21 May involved no bush work.  Their second 22-29 May involved working with 2 Troop 3 CAV in AO Scorpion including one stuffed up ambush on VC then the Thua Tich ambush for 3 kills.  Their third, 30 May-5 June, involved the Route 328 VC ambush on 2 Tp for no kills, Cav had 3, and moving back to Nui Dat maybe on 31 May with 2 Tp. No sign of them in the bush after that.
Of all the veterans who have spoken or written about the subject at hand, Sabre Force in action, the only man who has shown himself to be reasonably fairdinkum is Dennis Manski.
Anything Don Tate says or writes or quotes other men as having said about any enemy contacts or their aftermaths during his tour is bullshit. He was wounded in the first contact he was involved in, 9 RAR, that he had the misfortune to stumble into and that’s it.
Anything Kevin Lloyd-Thomas says about ambushing at Thua Tich is bullshit.

Until someone can convince me that there was more than one D&E section at Thua Tich, at any time, anything Richard “Barney” Bigwood says about being at Thua Tich or in AOs Scorpion and Frog with 3 CAV is bullshit. His war stories were garnered from other men and he embellishes them in typical wannabe fashion..
Anything Jim Riddle says about operating in those same AOs should be taken with a small grain of salt. His sad alcohol problem that got him thrown out of the Army was still with him when he described the Thua Tich ambush.  He didn’t know who was there until people like Tate, Lloyd-Thomas and Bigwood told him.
I’m going to get into the whos, the hows and the whys this Sabre Force garbage was first dumped on us. 
First there was Veteran Force. The illustrious founder of this mob was Barry Corse and along with his senior “members” he went on one of his standard rampages gathering any comment and “proof” he could find to support his theories of conspiracy within the ADF to deny him a chance at being awarded a bravery medal in the “After War List”  The people who Corse believes colluded with ADF in this were the Director of the Australian War Museum, Gen Steve Gower, and the AWM’s head of the Military history section, Ashley Ekins.

Corse found some kindred souls who suited his aim of furthering his conspiracy theories. Don Tate, his son in law Adam Rainford, Jim Riddle, Richard Bigwood, Kevin Lloyd Thomas and Ted Colmer. These men were the core of the Sabre Force movement who wanted to prove ADF and the AWM had worked overtime to destroy historical records which would have seen them recognised as special forces or second string SAS, who took on unusual and dangerous duties in Phuoc Tuy Province, May 1969.
The basis, the foundation, of their claim of 39 transfers from 4 RAR to HQ Coy Nui Dat becoming a separately tasked D&E Platoon was a single word in a 3 CAV record. As I wrote last time, the word was “new”, The Sabre Force holy graille.
Adam Rainford is Don Tate’s son in law and owns Raining Films, the company that made the Tate Sabre Force, etc, videos.

----- Original Message ----- 
From: Adam Rainford 
To: dmanski@bigpond.net.au ; ricb@bigpond.net.au ; warvet_69@yahoo.com ; jimriddle311589@yahoo.com.au 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 12:23 PM
Subject: 2nd D&E
 
Hi Guys,
 
As you might already know my previous email has caused quite a stir. Also, as you all know, no one can remember anything about a 2nd D&E.
 
Firstly, please confirm if you are interested in proceeding with the documentary. 
 
I’ve made some head way with information, but still not enough to move forward with filming etc. I'm currently looking through the Australian War Memorial website (and others) trying gain more information. As you can understand finding ‘facts’ or ‘proof’ to back up your individual stories will strengthen our argument. 
 
I know some of you have written some of what you remember, but to help with tracking people and events I would like you to write down what you remember about being transferred into 2nd D&E, your time in 2Nd D&E and being transferred out. Names, dates (around about is better then nothing), events (even the mundane will help, recce etc). This will also help with gathering up the bits-and-pieces of information I have so far. Any information that will differentiate 2nd D&E from longer running D&E is important, and to show that it wasn’t just an extension of that platoon. 
 
**Does this make any sense to any of you? A note from the Commanders Diary 12th May 1969, “….watermanship training for the new ATF D&E Platoon in the area near the SONG CAD MAY Bridge.” 
 
I’ll keep you all informed on any progress I make.
 
Regards,
Adam
Well well, and all this time I thought this 1 Fld Sqn Engineer’s report came to light due to the hard work put in by Ted Colmer.

**Does this make any sense to any of you? A note from the Commanders Diary 12th May 1969, “….watermanship training for the new ATF D&E Platoon in the area near the SONG CAD MAY Bridge.” 
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The report was shown briefly in a moving camera shot so it couldn’t be read well in a Tate video at an even more acute angle than the 1 Fd RAE records show. Raining films couldn’t be bothered to straighten it, they even accentuated the angle to make it hard to read.. The  shot homes in on the word “new”    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxjxQleQjHs 
And so it began in all seriousness. They were a “new” D&E, a special force of assault troopers who would work with 3 CAV in dangerous assignments. D&E and 3 CAV had been a ready reaction group at times and done reconnaissance-in -force patrols together since 1967-8.  When the 4 RAR blokes arrived, D&E, either as a full platoon or as separate elements, were in AO Scorpion with Cav.  An element (section) or elements of the transfer group relieved them there around 23 May. There was nothing special forces about it at all. It was purely Infantry in close support of Cavalry.
The 4 RAR blokes didn’t require or deserve anything more than the same posting as any other Infantryman or this Corporal’s last one. His 3 CAV section was posted to HQ Coy to work closely with D&E. He may even have worked with the 4 RAR transfers in May 69.

A Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment 18/02/1969 12/05/1969 

B Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment 13/05/1969 21/02/1970 

Headquarters, 1st Australian Task Force 25/03/1971 12/06/1971
This Corporal was KIA on the last date shown while with D&E in Long Khanh Province.  (R.I.P.Corp.)

D&E was Hawke Force, so Barry Corse took the words cavalry and sabre to combine them and come up with another Force that would separate the 4 RAR transfers from the already serving D&E. Pure wank.

Tate et al went along with this.  Sabre Force, wonderful, and not a word in historical documents about it. Goaded along by Corse they began their version of Red Hat, Generalissimo, bashing to gain notoriety. Corse had brought up the subject of bravery medals which tempted some of them. After all, if Tate could get Jim Riddle to Australia to support their claims, Jim would get medals which would mean Tate would get some and leading on from that so would Corse. 
I’ve got a stack of emails here showing how Corse egged those blokes on and even told Tate on 4 March 07 that he had enough info for another book, which he unfortunately did write. The person who provided Tate with the most valuable information for his book was Richard Bigwood. He showed Tate how he could insert a name into AWM photo captions and get away with it.

Army PR photographer, Sgt Chris Bellis, turned up at Thua Tich with a notable group of visitors on the morning after the ambush as did civilian photo journalist Denis Gibbons. Gibbons photos don’t usually mention names in the captions, you have to buy his photos to get them. On the other hand, Bellis photos do show names but there’s a problem there.

Have a look at the captions on these five photos. The key word is “Identified” 

(1)
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() 1D Number: BEL/83/0372/VN
Maker: Bellis, Christopher John
Physical description: Black & white

Summary: Thua Tich, South Vietnam. 1969-06. Soldisrs near the gates of the
abandaned vilage in narth eastern Phuac Tuy Province, examine the
bodies of eleven dead Vit Cong (VC) killed in a night ambush. The
smbush was set with armoured personnel carriers (APC) from 2 Troop,
© Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, plus infantry from 1st Australian Task
Force Defence and Employment Platoon and engineers
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No Names 

This is the photo Bigwood used to ID some names to pass on to Tate. Tate then used it to insert himself in the lineup.

(2)
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BEL/63/0372/VN
Bellis, Christapher John
Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Thua Tich
June 1969
Black & white
Soldiers near the gates of the abandaned village in north eastern Phuac
Tuy Province, examine the badies of eleven dead Viet Cong (VC) killed in
2 night ambush. The ambush was set with armoured personnel carriers
(APCs) from 2 Troop, B Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, plus infantry
from Lst Australian Task Force Defence and Employment Platoon and
engineers. Identifisd are, left to right, 61841 Private (Pte) Desmond John
(Des) Blazely; 218523 Pte Danald Richmand (Don) Mass; 312601 Lance
Corporal (L/Cpl) Leonard Ellcombe; unidentifisd (partly obscursd);
175509 Pt Dennis Noel Manski; 218512 Pte Edward Willam Colmer;
44826 Pte Terry John Slattery; 1202045 Pte David Halliday Simpson.
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Names “Identified” 

Bellis did not note the names, the men were identified after the fact. The fact that one man remains unidentified shows he was not part of that Infantry section. I believe him to have been ether Cav or 5th-6th Battalion Mortars.
(3)
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e 10 Number: BEL/53/0364/VN
Maker: Ballis, Christophar John
Place made: Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Thus Tich
Date made: June 1969
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Black & white

Three members of the 15t Australisn Task Force Dafence snd Employment Platoon
examining captured Viet Cong (VC) weapons after 3 successful night ambush near
the abandoned village, Left to right: 218523 Private (Pte) Donald Richmond Moss of
The Entrance, NSW; 1202045 Pte David Halliday Simpson of Bilosla, Qid; 218512
Pte Edward William Colmer of Seaforth, NSW. The men were part of a force of infantry
and engineers attached to the armoured personnel carriers (APCs) of B Squadron,
3rd Cavalry Regiment for 3 sweep of the area. Eleven enemy were killed in the
mbush, and seven AK47 3s2ault rifles, an RPG2 (rocket propelled grensde) rocket
Iauncher, and five rockets were captured. Later that day another five Y from the
same party were killed attempting to ambush the Australians.
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Names noted.
Names noted by Bellis at the time but I saw the man on the right named as Tate. Caption modified once again.
(4)
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Gibbans, Denis Stanley

Vietnam: Phuoc Tuy Province, Huyen Moc

30 may 1383
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Ambush of troops at Kuyen Hoc, Idantifled (standing, Iof) is 175503 Private (Pre)
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(11 Magill Street, Randuick, NsW, 2031)
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Vietnam War, 1962-1572



 Name “Identified”
Gibbons did not get Manski’s name at the time so relied on an ID after his roll of film was printed at Xuyen Moc, same as Bellis, and more than likely identified at Nui Dat later on.
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Vietnam: Phuoe Tuy Province, Thua Tieh
June 1963
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 Name “Identified”
Once again, a name used that had to come from a later ID.  Who made these IDs?  Someone from D&E at the time or were they made after the war when the photos were chosen for the AWM collection? 

Bigwood supplied this photo above to the Sabre Force group and a form of bona fides. In another photo he supplied a different name for a 3 CAV Trooper to suit his purposes and tell a bullshit warrie. He and Riddle both placed a mine incident which resulted in the near death of a 3 CAV Trooper, D.W. Dann, in wrong locations.
Riddle.

“One of the trackies did have his legs blown off in our very first operation, North East of Thua Thich”
Bigwood changed and improved on Riddle’s story.

“There was another serious contact some weeks later when one of the 3Cav APCs hit a mine on the northern side of Xuyen Moc the Driver Trooper "Doc" Dance lost his leg. we demounted and swept the area finding telephone cable and provided protection for the dustoff. I remeber overhearing a real row between the  3cav serg and his boss over the radio as the serg was told to stay in position but the dustoff would not be able to get in and the serg wanted to move further up the road to a clearing. In the end the serg said "Sunray you are breaking up moving to a new location" he got his way”

Trooper D. W. Dann WIA 27 May 69 at YS745667 which is 8300m ESE of Xuyen Moc. The date, 27 May, was four days after the 4RAR transfers began working with 2 Troop in AO Scorpion.

Riddle was correct in that it was their first operation but putting the incident 14000m north of the actual loc didn’t help Tate much. It didn’t stop Tate abusing a 3 Cav bloke over this though
Nor did it help Bigwood who in turn put it 23000m away from the actual loc and had to add a bullshit yarn to top it off.
“the serg wanted to move further up the road to a clearing. In the end the serg said "Sunray you are breaking up moving to a new location" he got his way””
Note the words “Jungle Penetrator” and maybe the “serg”,  Sgt. Dave Roberts could tell us the real story.
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There was no real value for Tate in these stories so he merely reverted to type and abused Norman J. Rowe.

“Turned out, the new lot of tankies were a surly lot, and didn't appreciate us travelling with 

them at all. There was a lot of animosity. Riddle threatened to crack a couple of heads, 

including Normie Rowe's-the army's Mr Public Relations. 

Rowe had missed all the action too. Funny about that. 

We all got drunk that last night in Xuyen Moc, and Rowe put on an impromptu concert. He 

commandeered a guitar from a local police sergeant, and got up on a board slung between two 

barrels filled with ice and Vietnamese beer. He sang a few of his hits. I guess we didn't respond

kindly, and he was sad about that. Fact was, he wasn't well liked up there-we believed he had a 

soft cop, because of his profile. The word was, he was mostly kept out of danger by the higher-

ups and, true or not, most of us resented him because of it. 

It was okay for the 'Doc' Danns of the world to lose a leg, but not a Normie Rowe”
That was a total bullshit and totally unnecessary. He later claimed that Riddle actually snotted Rowe.  

Tate is an absolute pig of a man, a festering carbuncle on the veteran community backside.
After the bulk of the Riddle, Bigwood and Manski info was read, Barry Corse wrote;

                               “Don this gives you a starting point for yre next book ?”
Yes it did, Tate absorbed all the info supplied by Riddle, Manski and Bigwood plus some Army records details.  He then embellished the lot and wrote “The War Within”, of which three copies sit in the Australian War Museum book shop.
Once again. 

Gen. Steve Gower, when will you get rid of that damn book out of our most precious national treasure, the keeper of our war histories, and never allow it to be sold or even given away within 500m of our museum boundaries?  We at AVM need to see some form of commitment by the AWM to maintain the integrity of our war histories for our grandchildren and theirs. I won’t back off until we see that commitment.
Mowgli.

wait out

