Postie Petersen has his say
 

The Minister for Veterans Affairs has announced the re-appointment of Major General Steve Gower AO AO (mil) (retd) Director of the Australian War Memorial and the Mad Galahs are revolting.
 

Allen Petersen like the rest of the dills who call themselves the Mad Galahs is so full of importance  he believes Politicians had better show some homage to him or he will have them voted out.
 

Talk about cavalier hoons, the Galahs are intent on re-arranging the management at the Australian War Memorial (AWM) because the AWM deigns to not genuflect to their ridiculous accusations of conspiracy, corruption and cover up, particularly in relation to Tate’s statements about a “2nd D&E Platoon” and more recently a great storm in a tea cup about one word on an AWM exhibit. We agree with the different meanings "injured" and "wounded" have for the veteran community but to carry on like it's a grievous crime to use "injured" and then abuse AWM staff is over the odds.
 

This mob claims to represent the main stream veteran community.  Barry (The Brain) Corse and the heroic Cambodia hardened “warrior” Dave Briggs make believe they represent a million veterans. Surely none of those thick skinned politicians the Mad Galahs are always bashing have any belief in this wild exaggeration. The Galahs would be lucky to rake up fifteen goons all with cupboards full of pecadillos. 
  
Allen Petersen is obviously still smarting from the broadsides he got from Minister Griffin and the executive director of the Australian Defence Association. Here is what Petersen has to say about Minister Griffin reappointing Major General Gower as AWM Director.

 

      ---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Allen J Petersen <petersaj@bigpond.net.au>
Date: 28 Feb 2009 10:32
Subject: GOWER REAPPOINTED AWM DIRECTOR
To: Undisclosed-Recipient
MY OWN VIEW IS:
 

THIS DECISION BY THE MINISTER WILL ANGER MANY MAINSTREAM VETERANS AND DEMONSTRATES AGAIN HOW OUT OF TOUCH HE IS WITH THE VETERAN COMMUNITY. ONE ONLY HAS TO READ THE NUMEROUS COMPLAINTS POSTED ON THIS FORUM OF MR GOWER'S STEWARDSHIP AT THE AWM TO SEE THAT. ALLEN
 

From: Ryan, Laura 
Sent: Friday, 27 February 2009 3:07 PM
Subject: Media release: Australian War Memorial Director reappointed
 

Minister for Veterans' Affairs, the Hon Alan Griffin, MP - Media release VA009 Saturday, 28 February 2009

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL DIRECTOR REAPPOINTED

Major General Steve Gower AO AO (Mil) (Retd) has been reappointed Director of the Australian War Memorial for a further two years, the Minister for Veterans' Affairs Alan Griffin announced today. 
 

The appointment follows the strong endorsement of the Council of the Australian War Memorial, chaired by General Peter Cosgrove AC MC (Retd). The Council is an independent body that sets the overall direction of the Memorial and oversees its the conduct and operations.  The Director reports to the Council. 
 

"Steve Gower has been Director of the Memorial since 1996 and has accomplished much in this time," Mr Griffin said. 
 

"During his tenure the Memorial has attracted around 800,000 annual visitors, the Anzac Hall and CEW Bean Buildings were constructed; the Memorial was inducted into the Tourism Hall of Fame; and most recently, the new Conflicts 1945 to Today gallery opened. 
 

"The level of corporate support has also grown since he became Director. The Memorial's corporate benefactors include Mr Kerry Stokes AC, Boeing, the Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation, the Australian Submarine Corporation, BAE Systems, QANTAS and Thales.  This support has assisted the Memorial to improve its galleries, as illustrated by the impressive Iroquois helicopter dust-off re-enactment sponsored by Dick and Pip Smith. 
 

Steve Gower has made a significant contribution in both the museum and tourism sectors locally and internationally and was honoured for this contribution at the 2005 ACT Tourism Awards. 
 

"I congratulate MAJGEN Gower on his achievements to date and look forward to seeing the Memorial benefit from his continued good work," Mr Griffin said. 
 

As a former career soldier, Steve Gower served in South Vietnam during 1966-67 and held senior positions in Defence Personnel, Logistics and Public Information.  He has sat on the Museum Management Board of the International Council 
of Museum Directors, and is a former Chair of the Council of Australasian Museum Directors. 
 

Media inquiries: Laura Ryan 0437 863 109
 

General Gower knows how to deal with the annoying squawking Galahs and the publicity seeking authors, he just blocks their emails and ignores them. It seems that the politicians could learn from Gower’s example.
 

The Mad Galahs are a very small band of carping, ranting, unprincipled conspiracy theorists who may have a constituency of fifteen on a good day. The noise they make is huge, but their content is all flatulence.
