Jim Riddle.
by Mowgli on behalf of AVM.
More and more info on Jim Riddle and his time at Angus House has come in and I’d like to remove his name from any further discussion on the Sabre Force business.

I’ll quickly recap and refer to the men as Tate and Jim for ease of typing only.

Jim wanted to return to Australia.  He tried for a DVA Service Pension while in the UK.  Being unwell he stuffed up the apllications and that’s when Barry Corse and his Oz Veteran Force came into the picture. 
Barry Corse got Jim back to Australia with promises of pensions amid much aggressive “welcome home hero” marketing and fanfare provided by him and Tate.
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Disowned Digger wins his war to come home





Tate made promises of medals, service pension and an automatic TPI handed out to war heroes.  Once in Australia Jim would only have to file DVA claims with a note added that DVA should contact Tate for any verification of Jim’s and the 2 nd D&E Platoon’s heroic actions.

Jim arrived in Australia in 2007. His ticket price refunded by DVA, so I’m informed. He was quickly scooped into Barry Corse’s Oz Veteran Force that had taken on direction of the search for any info regarding the “2nd D&E Phantom Platoon”
Jim was the ex-Brit Marine Commando, the cornerstone, the very foundation of Tate’s grab for fame and wealth coinciding with Corse’s own battle for recognition.
RIDDLE, James Bertram
1 Australian Reinforcement Unit 23/12/1968  03/02/1969 
4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 04/02/1969  13/05/1969 
Headquarters, 1st Australian Task Force 14/05/1969  16/06/1969 
9th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 17/06/1969  27/11/1969 
1 Australian Reinforcement Unit 28/11/1969  08/12/1969 
Headquarters, 1st Australian Task Force 19/01/1970  26/01/1970 
8th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 27/01/1970  23/07/1970 
1 Australian Reinforcement Unit 26/08/1971  22/09/1971 
4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 23/09/1971  09/03/1972

In a series of emails in March 2007 Corse gleaned information on the Thua Tich ambush from Jim and one other D&E man who was there. He also took in info from a D&E member who wasn’t at Thua Tich, the wannabe Richard “Barney” “Rick” Bigwood.  Tate did not join in this two day email chat session. Why would he, he knew nothing about the event except for what he’d already seen in Army records and from talking to Bigwood.
So, three of Tate’s comrades, fellow D&E veterans, were complicit in Tate writing that load of horseshit in his book about Thua Tich, 29 May and Xuyen Moc, 30 - 31 May 1969.
In emails, Jim and Dennis Manski freely offered their recollections of the time.  Manski noting that he would add items he had read about since then.  Bigwood offered up a load of wannabe crap that truly belongs in only one place, and that’s Tate’s book.

Tate took all the words, twisted them, turned them, added to them, and bingo.  He wrote this.
                                               Submission to the Australian War Memorial - The History of Sabre 2 

“SABRE TWO”
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 2nd D@E PLATOON (May ’69- July ’69)
By Don Tate
134 Princes Highway 
Albion Park Rail 2527
©
It contained quotes from the March 07 emails but with a Tate twist to them.

That was the beginning and end of any involvement by Jim and Dennis Manski in the Thua Tich, Xuyen Moc horseshit.  Dennis Manski may have gone along with the recognition of a 2nd D&E issue but somehow I doubt it.  Too many good things have been said about him for me to believe he would have been sucked into that.  Jim had to go along with the idea, it came from his mates, his comrades who had helped him so very much, that evil pair Corse and Tate.
Corse had his man in Tate, a moronic stumbling dolt who would carry forward his own conspiracy theories into a book for him.

Tate had his man, his promotional tool,Jim, and all he needed was one inkling of a lost or destroyed record to enable him to finally finish his book and leave Jim stored in a care facility in another state to be trotted out for photo ops and videos at his whim.
Under the direction of Barry Corse’s Veteran Force, Tate moved his plan along.  Assistants searched for Army records that Corse and Tate knew never really existed. 
Lo and behold, a single word “new” was found in a 1 Fd Sqn RAE record and it became the holy graille.  This womb birthed Tate’s Corse inspired Sabre Force as a legitimate unit.  
A long list of conspiracies of senior AMF-ADF Officers, in collusion with AWM officials, to hide the existence of this “new D&E” were promulgated and eventually believed without doubt by well meaning but short sighted former senior Army Officers. Their support was crucial in the presentation of these conspiracy theories.  Two more Corse-Tate victims perhaps.
Tate, Sabre Two doc.
“I have made donations to the AWM that have been assessed at being worth some $90,000 (film and photographs) and I urge the AWM to honour that by making very careful consideration of this matter”
Later he raised that figure to $95,000.  Later I’ll prove they’re not worth a cracker.
Jim was embarrassed by the book.  He said that while the CSM had to “march the guilty bastard in” on many occasions, he felt no animosity towards Officers who quite correctly charged him.
Tate visited Jim once in Qld.  While on a book promotion tour at Caloundra he took him from the RSL Care facility to the local library for the presentation and then to the RSL only to cause further trouble and embarrassment for Jim by putting on a blue in the foyer.
Jim became further disillusioned.  No pension, no TPI, he was falling deeper into alcoholism after realizing what Tate had done.  He was rambling and confused, he attempted suicide twice. 
He did not attend the unveiling of this plaque in NSW, Nov 07. 
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Tate, Bigwood, Lloyd-Thomas, Colmer.
----- Original Message ----
From: Donald Tate <warvet_69@yahoo.com>
To: Jim Riddle <jimriddle311589@yahoo.com.au>
Cc: Kevin Lloyd-Thomas <henavale@bigpond.net.au>; Ted Colmer <remloc@optusnet.com.au>; Barney Bigwood <ricb@bigpond.net.au>
Sent: Monday, 12 November, 2007 8:53:52 AM
Subject: the plaque unveiling

G'day Jim

“I'd like you to know that the plaque was unveiled in your honour. Kevin and myself removed the flag. Everyone was very pleased with the way the ceremony went, and the rock and plaque look terrific. For a long time to come, that plaque with your name on it will stand in that location- and I trust that one day you and your sons might get to see it. I will forward newspaper articles and photos as thet become available. 

That said, mate....I have to tell you (and I've cc'd the other blokes who've been battling for you and the whole D&E matter for years) I was personally disappointed you didn't make it. Notwithstanding the fact that you are sick, I think you owed it to me (and the other boys) to have made it down here for this occasion. I went to great trouble on your behalf for two reasons- first to honour you, and secondly, to use your appearance and the occasion to further your own pension matters as well as the D&E Platoon matter. To that end, I had lined up a Federal MP, local media (linked to Fairfax) and had forewarned them that the story was really all about you. 

To pull out at such a late stage was to destroy the integrity of the occasion, and the opportunity to obtain much-needed support (the MP has been working on our behalf- and she wanted to meet the man, not the myth.)

In my opinion, for you to just pull out and then tell me I should put someone else's name on the plaque (this is not a criticism of Ted) suggests that you never really appreciated the significance of the occasion, or the opportunity. The plaque cost hundreds of dollars, but the effort behind the whole thing took me SEVEN YEARS!

Jim, I want you to know that should I have been given a few extrra day's warning, I would have driven to Brisbane mself to pick you up, and bring you down, and returned you at my expense. I think Ted and the other boys would probably have done the same.

But with such short notice, that wasn't on the cards. 

After the efforts I've made on your behalf for two years, I feel you let me down. I am less inclined to take up the D&E fight any more. I've done my share.

I trust you are on the mend, and will the man you used to be, once again. 
Regards, Don

Jim was not treated kindly by Tate for not turning up for the important “historical” moment.  Jim’s email reply expressed regret and indicated intimidation that I believe Tate had subjected him to.  Jim was hopitalised in January 08.
Tate supplied some of his “historic” 8mm film to the ABC’s 7:30 Report which was presented on 8/07/2008 under the title “Ghost Platoon Fights For Recognition”

Tate’s son in law, Adam Rainford of Raining films, made three videos in 2008. “Death Of An Ideal” “The War Within” and “Sabre Force” Jim appears in the latter explaining his role in the Thua Tich ambush.  Tate and Lloyd-Thomas stumbled through their emotional accounts of the horror.
Tate was now out of the picture as far as Jim was concerned. Fini.
Jim has been described as an honourable man.  I believe that.  He fell but he got picked up by out and out arseholes.  He fell again but he’s back on his feet, in a fashion, and back home with his family all due to the attention and assistance of a decent man.  A true comrade if you use that term or if you prefer, a true mate.
Jim at Angus House.

No support from Tate but other veterans provided it directly while Tate publicly lambasted everyone else’s efforts.  One D&E veteran, who is mentioned and misquoted freely in that damn book, would visit Jim to cheer him up.

Suffering from severe PTSD, further depression brought on by the full realization that he’d been used by Tate and deepening alcoholism, Jim had trouble adjusting to his new surroundings.

Reportedly he didn’t go on with any bullshit warries although one might expect a man who’d spent so much time in Vietnam during the war would be entitled to the odd “livening-up” of a few. 
His initial problem was that other veterans didn’t believe he’d done the time in Phuoc Tuy that he factually had done.

Another problem came about in a group therapy session where he failed to come to terms with the horror stories of war and conflict expressed by a former RAN Sailor who’d made one trip to Vung Tau on a logistic support vessel.  That the shock-horror affected ex-Pusser had the TPI and Jim couldn’t even get a look in caused him further frustration and distress.

Norm Rowe did not snot Jim there or anywhere. He’s a more sensible man that that.  I seriously doubt that the two men have ever come face to face.  

Jim was in a blue at the House, Stephen Tardrew tossed him out but allowed him to return at a later date.

 A definite end has been brought to any Jim Riddle involvement in the Sabre Force Farce which unfortunately stills hangs over us like a dark cloud of hate, intimidation, willful destruction, and wrongful abuse of good men.
Jim has gone back home to die. 
On Sunday 8 march 09 Jim left for the UK accompanied by a registered nurse from RSL Care.  He is living in an aged care facility and is rightfully in receipt of a DVA Single Person’s Service Pension and compensation at the EDA rate.

Leave him be, there are others much more deserving of some veteran outrage.

More.

Ask Shellharbour City Council considers whether the monument to a “discrete Infantry force”, prominent on a council playing field, is in actual fact a monument to nothing and no one except Don Tate. I will concentrate further on having that damn book removed from the AWM.  
I also hope to soon offer sufficient evidence to prove that Tate’s supposed $95,000 “historic” material donated to the AWM, and available via the internet, is actually historically incorrect and was merely donated to bolster his phony claims of war shock - horror.  I fully intend to see this sort of “movie star playing soldiers” thing removed from the AWM collection.
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Physical descri
Summary: Informal portrait of 1201907 Private Don Willam Tate, of 9
Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment, (SRAR), crouching in
long grass while on patrol in Vietnam. He holds an L1AL Self
Loading Rifle. Don Tate had previously also served with 4
Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment (4RAR). While in
Vietnam he made a Super 8 fim record of his experiences, now
held by the Memorial (F04756). He was severely wounded on
19 July 1969,
Doror D Tate
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Colour
1201907 Private Don Tate, of 9 Battalion, the Royal Australian
Regiment, (3RAR), prepares to throw a grenade as he crouches
in long grass. while in Vietnam Don Tate made a Super 8 film
record of his experiences, now held by the Memorial (F04756)
He had also served with 4 Battalion, the Royal Australian
Regiment (4RAR). He was severely wounded on 19 July 1969,
Status to be assessed
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Full Details
MSS1593
Tate, Don (Private b. 1949)
Tate, Donald William
Manuscript
1994
1 ltem

Manuscript titled The long-distant Vietnam Veteran', describes experiences
at Vietnam (including being wounded in a Vietcong ambush) and subsequent
experiences in Australia. Criticises Army use of reinforcements; expresses
bittemess at treatment of Veterans; discusses disability discrimination, and
lack of recogrition for sactifices made

AWM copyright

Copying permitted subject to physical condition

Open

4 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment; 9 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment
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“Lack of recognition for sacrifices made” 

If so inclined, you can always write to Tate’s publishers,  Murdoch Books, and make your opinion known.
DEBBIE McINNES PUBLIC RELATIONS
TEL: 02 9550 9207   |   MOB: 0412 818 071     |   EMAIL: debbie@dmcpr.com.au
More to come on the AWM Tate collection very soon.

Mowgli

wait out
