Mowgli on Thua Tich.
Don Tate has pounded Veterans, politicians, and the media with demands for recognition of his 2nd D&E Platoon, more than often in an abusive manner. 
This man is extremely two dimensional. In a few emails from him to a Vietnam War based website owner he was at first a fawning sycophant but not long after turned very nasty and heaped abuse after abuse on the man.
The highlight of Tate’s posting to HQ Coy 1ATF being an ambush at Thua Tich for which he complains constantly and bitterly about awards for Officers and a lack of gallantry medals for the Infantrymen involved.  In order to gain publicity for his, at the time, upcoming book, Tate dragged an unwell man from England, used him for publicity purposes and then dumped him when his usefullness ended. 
Tate told us that he and his 4RAR mates were posted to HQ Coy 1ATF as a battle hardened group of Regular Army, elite Infantry assault troopers, who would take on dangerous operations previously allocated to the SASR.  
Tate on 19 May 08
“We now know that Brig Pearson had had a confrontation with SAS over their operational performance, and in the May-June period, the number of SAS insertions halved. Coincidentally, at that precise time, the 2nd D&E Platoon got the nod to get out there in Xuyen Moc with a view to it interdicting this large enemy force. Pearson himself referred to it as his "assault troopers"
Tate believes his 2nd D&E took over many SAS duties for a six week period.
Nearly two years later the same story was getting around the traps. “SAS patrols were not worth the cost of inserting patrols and in many cases having to hot extract them almost immediately. They were a drain on the limited Huey resources, aircraft that could be used elswhere”
Tate has taken a 1971 furphy, brought it forward to May-June 1969 and now uses it for his own purposes. He missed out on a really good furphy that would have sparked up his book. “The enemy had put prices on the heads of D&E Platoon members”   Believe what you will, there’s plenty of stories getting around for vets to pump up an ordinary tour, especially when book sales hang in the balance.
Why was the Defence and Employment Platoon formed in Vietnam?
I was advised that the primary function of D&E was to provide close protection for TF HQ when it went into the scrub, e.g. the Rung Sat 1966, Coral 1968, Courtenay 1971. What would this platoon do in the ‘tween times? Why, be Infantrymen and get into the scrub, often with Cav, to do what had to be done, of course, just like the battalion Digs and nothing out of the ordinary. The various TF Commanders had a ready and waiting platoon of Infantry at their beck and call. When a platoon was required to do anything at all, including escort visiting dignitaries to Baria, Long Dien, patrol, ready reaction etc, they were used so battalion platoons would not be inconvenienced e.g. a platoon lost to operational demands, rest or leave for the Digs. No elite assault troopers required or present in D&E, just plain old Aussie fighting Infantrymen and that goes for Tate’s additional D&E troops as well.
Apparently D&E did do some recce patrols in far flung parts of the province and sometimes, closer to Nui Dat, in section sized numbers i.e. 10 men or so. Ballsy work but in actual fact a piece of piss to a trained Digger. I understand the platoon was variously referred to as “The Brig’s Own” or The Brig’s Bum Boys” but then again, these appellations may only have surfaced well after 1972. Then there is “Hawke Force” which apparently was a real appellation but wouldn’t have been applied to Tate’s bunch, them being a separate unit and all.  What a pity, Tate could have got some mileage out of that as it sounds more “special forces”  No offence meant to the Hawke Force Digs.
Tate wrote on 20 February 08, “FOR all and any “experts” who were NOT there, the respective commanders have in the last year confirmed in writing that this lawfully unauthorized special force was authorized by Pearson and his subordinate “officers” and YES it did kill lots of NVA and VC and it was a regular ONLY special force (less accountable)”
When in fact it was standard practice for ATF planned armoured ambushes to take a platoon of Infantry to add firepower and provide close protection, quite often the Task Force D&E platoon. D&E had done this often over the years, 1966 to 1971.
Let’s look at some Thua Tich numbers. 39 HQ Coy Infantry armed with semi and fully automatic weapons plus Claymores. 12 Cav in three sections and Troop HQ of 3 Troop B Sqn plus a section of mortar carriers with 5RAR Mortars, Engineers, and an APC recovery vehicle plus Claymores.
These 55 or so Australian Army personnel took on an estimated 50 enemy, not 250 or a virtual Army as Tate has claimed. It was a bog standard, well planned, well co-coordinated night ambush in good position, which in turn was well supported by a USAF AC-130 gunship. The ambush officially accounted for 11 enemy KIA.
Obviously a job well done but hardly the stuff of “special forces”  The real special forces, the SASR, had been in the area and noted enemy movement well before this and that’s Why Capt T. H. Arrowsmith was there with his B Sqn vehicles and all the support he needed. Was it mere good fortune, sheer luck, that a USAF AC-130 Spooky was on station in the vicinity and available to provide support for a planned ambush of enemy concentrations outside the range of Nui Dat Artillery? I think not.
To attempt to turn what was a good night’s work into some sort of spectacular special forces event in pursuit of glory, medals/awards and book sales is not on.

Tate wrote on 31 May 08.
“the platoon was created in response to two matters- SAS's poor performance (according to Brig Pearson, and recounted to us at the AWM conference), and the sudden appearance and movement of a very large force of enemy within the Xuyen Moc area that the Battalions couldn't get to”
On 27 February 09.

“On the other hand, Cpl Jim Riddle, stuck out at the listening post with little or no real cover, with a handful of men (blah blah) got nothing- and the irony is, if Riddle and that infantry force hadn't created a 'diversion' (for wont of better words) Arrowsmith and his apc's at the gates to Thua Tich might well have been over-run by a vastly superior force, and a bloodbath ensue. Make no mistake about this- Arrowsmith's "account" lists the enemy numbers as "50+"- but he was at the extreme end of the enemy unit, and Riddle and his infantry section, hundreds of metres away, was in the middle of it. Want to hand out gallantry medal- give them to Riddle, Colmer, Manski, and the others at that listening post”
Page 254 of Tate’s book. “Jim Riddle’s own recollection puts me beside him at a (the) listening post one night a few hundred metres from the ruined gates of Thua Thich (sic)”
Basically Tate wants a gallantry medal for himself for being involved, or perhaps not even wholly involved, in a successful ambush. Did he learn that in 1970 a D&E Commander was awarded an MiD for conducting a successful ambush of Chau Duc guerillas which then led to another successful ambush of the same band by 8RAR’s Sgt Chad Sherrin earning him an MM? Of course the obnoxious bloke did.
View the photo below.  
It was taken early in the morning following a successful ambush of enemy troops at Thua Tich, 24 kms North-East of Nui Dat and as Tate wrote, out of range of  Artillery fire support.  According to Tate the Soldiers were Blazely, Ellcombe, Manski, Tate, Slattery, Colmer and they would be the six Soldiers clearly seen with two at the left rear un-named.  At Nui Dat in 1969 and every other year, when anyone moved from their unit location to another, e.g. from HQ Coy lines to 8 Fd Ambulance for sick parade, they would have carried their personal weapons. It was a chargeable offence to be without it.
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See what one mortar round will get ya?  Even the smallest mortar in the enemy’s arsenal had a range of 1500 meters with an effective HE round burst radius of a minimum 15 metres for standing targets. 
There the “special force, assault troops” are, happily bunched together in a photo-op line no wider than 5 metres, gawking at a dead enemy the morning after an ambush from which many enemy withdrew to fight another day, as they did some eight hours later. This area would best be described in parlance as “Hot” and not something like a day at the bush picnic races.  Whoosh, bang, bye bye. 
How many personal weapons can you find in this photo? Of the eight elite special force assault troopers only Blazely and Manski are carrying them.
The self designated leader of this platoon was Jim Riddle and hopefully he had a few stern words to say about this lack of discipline or even self preservation. Then again, he may have had too much on his mind, like who would and who wouldn’t get medals for the action. While the clean up was in progress Riddle is quoted as saying “There’ll be medals involved in this and it won’t be us Infantry gettin’ them, you can bet on that”  At the same time Riddle was stealing a large amount of money from the enemy dead for his personal use and that was beyond plain old souveniring. 
I say “hopefully” Riddle had a few words to say to the Digs about grouping together in an open area with no weapons in reach, because I know a few NCOs and Officers who would have put a hefty boot up the arse of every one of those six unarmed, special force, elite assault troopers, along with a boot up Riddle’s rear end for good measure.
This is not a direct quote but it’s basically Tate’s contention. “The 2nd D&E was a special force doing what the SASR, Battalions, and the “original” D&E Platoon couldn’t do”  Hah, he and his slack mates in that bunch had had between 4 and 6 months in Vietnam to learn their trade at 1ARU and 4RAR but in reality hadn’t learned a bloody thing, ex-Royal Marine platoon commander or not. Elite special force assault troopers, my arse.
Where did the two “dragged, headless” bodies taken to Xuyen Moc come from?  Tate says they were the two deliberately left out of the “Engineer’s burial” at Thua Tich ( 23 kms by road from Thua Tich to Xuyen Moc) but other indications are that they were the five KIA from when the APC column was ambushed 9 kms south of there in the early afternoon of the same day.
Phuoc Tuy Province with Thua Tich NE of 1ATF
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Map courtesy of http://www.vcoy67.org.nz/phuoctuy.htm  
Tate has relied on war stories told up to 40 years after the event to compile his sometimes differing “histories” and shove them down our throats in quests for medals and book sales.  It’s comforting to know this former teacher finally managed to learn to write D&E instead of D@E but disturbing to see he didn’t learn the correct spelling of Thua Tich before his book was published, a place that has so much meaning in his life he couldn’t even be bothered to look at a map for the correct name.

In his phony reverence for Jim Riddle, some years ago Tate erected a small monument to his memory. Since then Tate has used the man to his own personal gain and then abused him by dumping him as no longer relevant to the cause. As I write this, Riddle is in a nursing home and very unwell. Who’s taking care of him?  A veteran who served with Riddle for six months in 8 RAR Vietnam, that’s who.  No 2nd D&E veterans in sight, not one, especially Tate who only visited Riddle during a book flogging trip up north. This is use and abuse that Tate and his manic mob constantly whine about the military for doing exactly the same thing.
While we consider who’s missing from this glory and medal hunt to sell Tate’s book, where are all the other veterans involved in the Thua Tich ambush? 
Publicly;

Cav aren’t talking, they probably and rightly dismiss Tate as a fool. All but about six of the 39 “2nd D&E” aren’t talking and maybe for the same reason. According to Tate Pte Enright (“2nd D&E”) talked about the “Engineers burial” to a radio host in 1976. Where’s he now?  5RAR mortars blokes haven’t said a word. The “original D&E” blokes aren’t talking probably for the same reason as the Cav but there could be another reason. Apparently Tate abused every one of them, from 1966 to 1971. That’s a lot of vets to put offside, vets who could have assisted him if this bighead had approached them in a decent manner. 
On 28 February 2009 Gen. Steve Gower AO was once again nominated as Director of the AWM. 
Galah supporter Allen Petersen reports that there have been numerous complaints about the Australian War Museum (AWM) and the ex-Army Generals who run it, “The Generalisimos”  I did a quick check and it would seem there haven’t been “numerous” complaints at all if we disregard the same tired old, repeated ad nauseum, focus shifting crap from the galahs. 
Other vets and I found 15 complainants all fired up about the AWM’s rejection of Tate’s 2nd D&E history and an unacceptable word on a RAAF display. i.e. 15 complainants complaining about 2 issues. They want the AWM Director and senior staff fired for not believing Don Tate and calling a complaint about the word “injured” on a RAAF exhibit trivial. Good luck with that one.
The complaint was made, and continues to be made almost daily, by an ex-Cav chap and assorted supporters like the intellectually challenged shitstirrer, Bernie McGurgan. Naturally, the galahs took on this “incorrect word” cause to continue their verbal assaults on Gen Gower and his staff for rejecting Tate’s claims of a 2nd  D&E.  They and their hangers-on now have another warped reason for their existence, their raison d’etre is to drag any publicly destroy Officer who disagrees with them, or upsets them in any way. 
One reasonable complaint from the VVFA about the wording on a museum sign about Agent Orange was made politely, correctly and was addressed by the AWM and the sign altered. No big fuss, no abuse, no sackcloth and ashes involved.
By the way, the ex-Cav bloke complaining long and bitterly about the AWM’s reticence to alter one word describing a RAAF exhibit, along with complaints about Gen. Gower’s overall attitude, has nearly completed authoring a book on his time in Vietnam. Does that a familiar ring to it? 
Mowgli.
