 

Keith Joyce MM
 

You can read of the Service and ESO history of Keith Joyce here 

 

http://www.austvetmatters.net/joyce.html  

 

http://www.austvetmatters.net/keithjoyce.html   

 

http://www.austvetmatters.net/Docs/Joyceupadte8feb09.doc
 

Keith Joyce was Awarded the Military Medal for actions during the Vietnam War 1962-1973. He was a member of the AATTV http://www.aattv.iinet.net.au/index.html  and before that a CMF Soldier.Joyce spent just over three years in the Regular Army.
Keith Joyce was also Awarded a Foreign medal, The Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star. See this document [image: image1.jpg]FREPUBLIC OF VIET AM
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AVM has seen no documentation which Awards Keith Joyce a Silver Star with the VCOG. Basically Stars were Awarded for individual heroism. Bronze being the lowest award, silver the middle and gold the highest. To read up about the Cross of Gallantry click here http://www.answers.com/topic/vietnam-gallantry-cross#Medal_degrees
 

Keith Joyce wore the VCOG at the Remembrance Day service in Rockhampton on 11 Nov 2009 with a Silver Star. According to the documentation attached Joyce is entitled only to the lower award of the Bronze Star.

 

These pictures are of Keith Joyce in Rockhampton 11 Nov 2009 [image: image2.png]
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These pictures were published in the online Rockhampton Morning Bulletin of 12 Nov 2009  

http://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/photos/galleries/rockhampton-remembrance-day/#id=rockhampton-remembrance-day&num=19
 

Of interest in the pictures of Joyce are his wearing of a buy your own medal and an American low level commendation medal, which are seen at the right end of his rack [ as you look at the image]. These are the two medals he is wearing at the end of his rack
 [image: image4.jpg]
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To read up about the hexagonal medal with V Clasp click here http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commendation_Medal  The questions to be asked with his wearing of this medal are where is the US authorization to wear this low level commendation medal and where is the Australian Government authority to wear it.

The front line service medal is a buy your own.

There is much contention about wearing buy your owns together with medals which have been Awarded by the Australian Government. ANZMI has this to say about this matter http://www.anzmi.net/tinsoldiers/tinsoldiers.html  AVM makes the point that Joyce's wearing of a tin medal on his rack demeans the status of the Military Medal. The pictures also show Keith Joyce wearing Citations on his left breast. These should be worn on the right breast. The pictures also show Joyce wearing the Infantry Combat Badge pinned to the tin medal. The Infantry Combat Badge should be worn above and in the centre of awarded medals.

 

AVM regards this behaviour of Keith Joyce as unethical and irresponsible and wonder why he has engaged in such behaviour. As a former RSL sub branch President and an MM recipient one would think Keith Joyce would know better. These matters are important for setting the example to our young people. Wearing only what has been awarded and wearing those medals in the correct manner is simply the right thing to do, if nothing else. Joyce is known as a stickler for protocol yet here he is dismissing correct protocol. Perhaps protocol applies to others in his mind and not to him.
[image: image6]
[image: image7]
[image: image8]
[image: image9]
