Noel Patrick "Molly" Muller - Update 5 February 2009
 
Good golly Miss Molly, information is coming in thick and fast, and you should expect squalls and some challenging questions in the near future.  In the mean time Fergus thought that he should share a little more about your "Fighting in Vietnam" on board HMAS Melbourne for a few days in May June 1966. Remember when you likened your Vietnam service to that of Bob Buick MM who served with an Army Infantry Battalion on Vietnam soil for 377 days. The only similarity is that you and he were in the same region at the same time, however the Melbourne was so far over the horizon he couldn't even see smoke, and you were eating lamb chops and he was eating dirt.  This is what you said: 
 
"Mr Buick whom you appear to feel the need to defend fought in Malaya (So did I) and Borneo (So did I) and Vietnam (So did I) and I have been to Vladivostok"
 
We are reliably advised that where the Melbourne was cruising off the coast of South Vietnam (way off) was not even a declared operational area. This information came from a somewhat perplexed ex Pusser.
 
"Fergus
You left out an important little bit of info.
The southern waters of Vietnam in 1965/66 were not a declared "Operational Area". They became an "Operational Area" when the Hobart joined the 7th Fleet in March, 1967 and backdated to 1962.
Must have been one hell of a fight going on!
Regards
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx"
 
Oh, and another thing, there are now a lot of people looking very closely at your service and your medals. Perhaps you would like to clearly restate your service history to your beloved Mad Galahs and the veteran community? 
 
Watch your front squalls ahead Molly 
 
Aye 
 
Fergus
